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SHELBURNE FALLS & MAPLE SYRUP

SATURDAY - March 28, 2015

Details on page 8

EASTER AT WRIGHT’S MILL FARM
SUNDAY - April 5, 2015

Details on page 8

STURBRIDGE VILLAGE & PUBLICK HOUSE

SATURDAY - April 11, 2015

BLYTHEWOLD MANSION & ARBORETUM

SATURDAY -April 25, 2015

Details on page 8

MAGIC IS HERE — Don’t Miss

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING & APPRECIATION BANQUET

= all address corrections

Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

P. O. Box 365486
Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
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From the President - Theresa E. Rylko

Thank you all for helping
keeping the MVRS on track
by spreading the word. Please
consider helping out on the vari-
ous committees. Trip Team needs
your help to keep the trips roll-
ing. The Waybill needs to have

From the Vice

It 1s 2015 with another year
upon us, and I wish to thank all
MVRS volunteers who made the
past year successful: the Trip
Team for gathering ideas for
trips and creating well planned
and enjoyable adventures, the
Waybill Editor and Web Master
for gathering and printing all
the information for members to

your input to get the word out.

If you want to receive a small
stack of Waybills to pass out in
your favorite spots please let me
know and I will mail them out to
you. As you travel along, you
might see an area, which others

might enjoy. Feel free to send
some literature to the Trip Team
to review for future visits.

President - Jeff Costello

enjoy, the escorts and assistances
for the many enjoyable trips. Our
newest endeavor, the W. Russell
Rylko Memorial Grant, was
presented to the Shore Line Trol-
ley Museum in East Haven, CT.
An excellent job was done by the
Grant Committee. Hopefully we
will have an upcoming trip there
to see the job completed and

see how the Grant helped them
achieve this project. As you can
see MVRS has had a busy year,
but we still have room for more
who consider volunteering and
joining the fun.

From the Membership Chairperson -

Ellie Manning

It’s time to renew your
membership. Our membership
year runs from April 1st — March
31st.

LIFE — means that you are a
member for your natural life.
M14 - means that you are a
member for the year April 1,
2014 — March 31, 2015. It is
time to renew.

MAIL - means that you have
not been a member for several
years and you will be taken off
the rolls unless you wish to join
again.

The Membership Year runs
from April 1st to March 31st.

Anyone who joins after January
Ist automatically gets put into the
new membership year. Calendar
supply is limited, so for those
joining or renewing in the month
of December, it will depend on
the supply of the calendars as to
whether or not you will receive
the current edition of the calen-
dar. The calendars are mailed out
between Thanksgiving and New
Years by the volunteers of the
Society and takes approximately
4-6 weeks to go through the postal
system. If you move, please give
us your address change, other-
wise you will have to purchase

the calendar from our boutique
form. The United States Post
Office does not forward bulk rate
mail.

The membership fee starting
April 1, 2015 — March 31, 2016
for Regular Membership,$10.00,
Family Membership $4.00 and
Life Membership $125.00. We
look forward to your continued
support.

Discover -
New England
By Train!

PLEASE INCLUDE A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE

Mail to:

ere’s what’s included:
Our quarterly paper, The Waybill, filled with
pictures and schedules of RR events.

» Exclusive members-only tours to unique ac-

tivities and locations.

» Color Railroad calendar with 12 frameable

prints (while supplies last).

* Annual Calendar Color Slide Contest for

members.

+ Railroad Socials.

Membership card, The Mystic Valley Pass.
Railroad films and guest speakers available
upon request.

MYSTIC VALLEY RAILWAY SOCIETY, INC.
I c/o Membership Committee

P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
I [ Check here if this is an address change

I Name:

Address:

City/Town: State: Zip:

I Please include telephone number (with area code)

| EMail:

Got a Question: o
call us at 617-361-4445 (24 hours) or online at:

Tax deductible donations to a 501(c)(3)$
organization are gratefully accepted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Mystic Valley year runs from April 1 - March 31
H

Membership Fees & Classes
1. Regular Membership (one person)
2. Family Membership
Price of regular membership for one member
plus $4.00 per additional person living in the
same house with regular member. All are full
members with only one copy of every mailing
mailed to the family address.
3. Life Membership
(one person, U.S.A. only) $125.00
4.For membership outside the U.S.A., please
double the above fares (remit in U.S. currency
only).

$10.00

Calendars will be mailed during holiday season
to all current members as stated above and not
necessarily presented at time of joining (while
supplies last).

www.mysticvalleyrs.org
NEW
Regular Membership
at $10.00 per person
at $4.00 per additional person $
to the price of the regular
Membership
Life Membership $
at $125 per person (U.S.A. only)

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

I Family members (no separate mailings). Please list full names:

If you join more than once in the membership year, it will be considered a
donation. Thank you for including a self-addressed stamped envelope. Cards

will be mailed to you in 5-6 weeks. There will be a $20 service charge for
returned checks.

|
|
|
RENEWAL I
|
|

L_____________________J

ﬁP www.facebook.com/MysticValleyRailwaySociety

SPRING SCHEDULE

Metrowest Model
Railroading Society
April 26, 2015.

Sunday 10:00 — 4:00 p.m.
New England O Scale Train Show
Hudson Elks Hall
99 Park St, Hudson
MA 01749
Layouts, vendors, door prizes.
Admission $6.00 pp

Board of

Directors

April 1, 2014 -
March 31, 2015

President
Theresa E. Rylko (Tracey)

Vice President
Jeffrey Costello (Jeff)

Treasurer
Sylvia B. Spinney

Recording Secretary
Geraldine Nichols (Gerry)

Directors:
Eleanor Manning
William Manning

Joseph McDonough
Marcia Pennington
Jay Verner
Mary Verner
Jon Wolf

Positions They Fill
Roma Hertel — Button Maker

Dr. Dirk Hertel —
Photography/Calendar

Ellie & Billy Manning —
Mailing & Membership

Sally Avjian& Ellie Manning-
Trip Team (Planning Trips)

Sally Avjian — Waybill Editor
Jon Wolf — Web Master/Computer

Joe McDonough & Jeftf Costello —
Trade Show Coordinators

Jeff Costello —
Communications Radios/
Defibrillators

Marcia Pennington & Jeff Costello —
Boutique

You will see many of these volunteers
as tour leaders on your trips.

It takes a team effort to have a suc-
cessful volunteer organization. Please
share your talents as a volunteer with
MVRS and be rewarded by seeing
your work in action. Call 617-361-
4445 and a volunteer form will be
sent to you.
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NEWPORT PLAYHOUSE COMEDY SHOW & CABARET
Sunday - March 1, 2015 k)

)

Please join us as we travel to Newport, Rhode Island for a delicious, all you can eat,
buffet and laugh to a wonderful comedy play, called “LIE, CHEAT and GENU-
FLECT”. It is about two young men — gamblers who never win — have a sick uncle
who is leaving all his money to a niece who is a nun — whom he has never seen! The
uncle dies, and one of the nephews arrives as the niece, dressed as a nun — and the
fun begins. After the play, we retire to the restaurant to enjoy the singing, dancing
and more comedy of the Cabaret Show. At this time, you may purchase a beverage
of your choice. Tea and Coffee are complimentary.

Note: Please wear your red and white I.D. tag in a visible location and arrive at your
designated boarding station 30 MINUTES before your scheduled departure. Trips

run rain or shine! NO REFUNDS! THE
NEWPORT
P1L.AYHOUSE

FEATURES:
* Buffet served with over sixteen items
* Comedy Play and Cabaret

TIMETABLE
8:30 AM  Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:30 PM
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 6:00 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 5:30 PM

Price $90 P/P

All times are approximate and subject to change

Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

(] NEWPORT PLAYHOUSE COMEDY SHOW & CABARET :
MV— Sunday, March 1, 2015 I
Price $90 P/P I
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ |
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION !

Name(s): Phone# I
Address Boarding Station 1
City/Town State Zip I
Email I
1

1

1

ol

Special Events

Ellie Manning & Sally Avjian Co-Chairs

THE MAGIC IS HERE!
(You don’t want to miss this Event)

ANNUAL MEETING
and
APPRECIATION BANQUET

Saturday - May 2, 2015

Beverly Depot
10 Park Street
Beverly, MA 01915
Tel: 978-927-5402

10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting & Appreciation to Volunteers
12:00 p.m. Buffet Lunch $25.00 pp
1:15 p.m. “It’s Magic with Dick & Dawn who will entertain

us with their magic and beautiful music. A must to see.

Commuter Rail is available — driving directions will be on your itinerary

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

ANNUAL MEETING & APPRECIATION BANQUET
$25.00 PER PERSON
Saturday May 2, 2015
Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

Mail to MVRS, P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you! Sorry — NO REFUNDS

Your Name

Address

City/Town State Zip

Please include your telephone Number (with area code)

_—_—_—_—_—_—__J
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MEMBERS - MEMBERS - MEMBERS

P vour P vour

VOTE VOTE

" "

MVRS - ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Saturday - March 7, 2015 for
2015-2016

Come and join us at The Mt. Vernon Restaurant, 14 Broadway,
Somerville, MA 02145 — Tel: 617-666-3830 to support your choice
for the Board of Directors for MVRS. It is important for Members
to take part in voting for MVRS future to grow. Voting will take
place from 10:00 a.m. to Noon and is for Members Only — please
show your membership card.

VOTE - VOTE - VOTE

Coffee and muffins will be available with MVRS Waybill.

ABSENTEE BALLOT:

If you are unable to attend please request an Absentee Ballot by
sending your name, address, telephone number and membership
number, c¢/o Geraldine Nichols, Recording Secretary, MVRS, P. O.
Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009, no later than February
15,2015.

Directions: Located on Orange Line Sullivan Sq. stop. Driv-
ing From the South take 193N to exit 28 toward MA 99 Sullivan
Sq. Somerville, turn Left at Cambridge St/MA38N, take Right at
Mpyrtle St, take Ist Left onto Pearl St, take 1st Right on Franklin
St, turn Right on Broadway. From the North take 193S to Exit 28
Sullivan Sq/Charlestown, go straight, take exit toward Mystic Ave/
Broadway, turn Right at A Alfred Lombardie St., take 1st Left onto
Broadway. Parking in rear of restaurant on both sides of the street.

W. RUSSELL RYLKO
MEMORIAL GRANT
AWARDED

On January 24, at the 47th Annual Amherst Model Train Show,
Mystic Valley Railway Society (MVRS) presented the initial W.
Russell Rylko Memorial Grant Award to the Shore Line Trolley
Museum (SLTM) of East Haven, CT. to complete restoration of
Connecticut Trolley Company suburban trolley car # 865. It is
hoped that the award will continue to remember Russ for many
years to come for his enthusiasm in promoting public transpor-
tation and historic preservation of equipment and structures and
for the amazing legacy he left behind. Representing MVRS
at the presentation were Jeff Costello, Vice President and Joe
McDonough, Society Board Member. MVRS member, Charles
Jack also serves on the Grant Review Committee. Shown ac-
cepting on behalf of the SLTM is Director Nathan Nietering.

L-R - Jeff Costello, Nathan Nietering, Joe McDonough
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TRIP
IDEAS!

Have you visited somewhere around New England
that you think the Mystic Valley Railway Society’s
members and friends would enjoy as much as you did?

idea

PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Our Trip Team is always looking for new ideas,
places to eat, things to see and do,
train rides, museums, boat rides, etc.

With your help
we can offer trips at a reasonable cost,
that otherwise might have been overlooked.

Please contact us by e-mail at
contactus@mysticvalleyrs.org
or via regular mail at
MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Please provide your phone number or e-mail address, so that we may
contact you, should we need more information.

THE MVRS TRIP TEAM IS HERE FOR YOU!
BE THERE FOR THEM!

In Memoriam

] Imo Ross died December, 2014 at the age of 89
years old. (MVRS was notified on December
12th). Imo always sat at the back of the bus. She
would get the passengers in a group sing-a-long
and she loved to dance. We will always remember
.| happy times with Imo.

8th Annual National Train Day
Saturday, May 9, 2015

Amtrak will once again celebrate National Train Day nationwide on
Saturday, May 9, 2015. Many displays, train oriented events, etc
will be held across the country. Watch local newspapers, TV and
nationaltrainday.com for updated information in your area.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

May 1, 2015

Booking
Conditio

“We expect people to act respectful in a cordial manner.
We also expect our passengers to follow instruction from
supervised personnel on all transportation vehicles, i.e.,
trains, buses, boats, etc. It is important instructions be
followed to maintain safety of all participants.

If any passenger is disruptive or refuses to follow direc-
tion they are subject to be prohibited from taking part
in future trips. To be clear we consider non-compliance
with safety directive to be a serious matter as well as use
of foul language and disruptive conduct. Any of these
behaviors will be grounds for prohibition of participation
in future trips and events.”

3¢ Find us on
i‘ Facebook !
] 0 www.facebook.com/MysticValleyRailwaySociety

HEAR YE!
HEAR YE!

The Call Goes Out
To All Groups! 10 For 10

Group Sales Policy: 10 or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the SAME
PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

~
o

BLOCK SPACE may be arranged on any non-restricted event with Ticket Coor-
dinator or Tour Director (when assigned) at least 50 days prior to departure. For
further information, please contact the Mystic Valley Railway Society, 617-361-
4445 or e-mail at contactus@mysticvalleyrs.org.

MEMBER-O-GRAM

Lillian & Regina Garvey, enjoying
their lunch on The Boar’s Head Fes-
tival trip in West Springfield, MA

Barbara Peterson enjoying The
Festival of Trees trip. Barbara was
hoping to win one.

Dennis Maltzman, enjoying Con-
cord, MA on The Festival of Trees
trip.

Nancy Roney and son Joseph vis-
ited their daughter and sister in Los
Angeles CA. The two pictures above
are of the Angel’s Flight Railway
they visited.

(editor’s note: please send us your
items of interest for this column.)

Sylvia Spinney, MVRS Treasurer,
enjoying her vacation at her Time-
share in North Conway, NH.

— Handicapped Information

The Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., endeavors to provide its
passengers with information regarding the accessibility of and fa-
cilities available for the benefit of our handicapped ridership. In
doing so, we make inquiries of the facilities visited and equipment
used on each of our trips. Accordingly, since we merely convey this
information, we cannot be held responsible for its accuracy.

If you are not self-sufficient and have special needs, you must trav-
el with a companion who can provide assistance to you. By mak-
ing a reservation for a trip, you are certifying that you do not have
any mental, physical or other medical/disability condition that could
compromise your safety or that of other trip participants. If you are
uncertain about the demands or difficulties of a particular trip or
event, please call us for details.
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COG RRILWAY — MT. WASHINGTON,NH | | BENNINGTON, VERMON'T

Saturday - MAY 23, 2015 | - Saturday - MAY 30, 2015

Ride to the summit of Mt. Washington and
stroll onto the Observatory Deck for pan-
oramic views and great picture-taking. The |

Sherman Adams Visitors Center houses an =
observatory, weather museum, restrooms, ‘@
snack & gift shops, including a post office |
where guests can get a Mt. Washington post- |
mark. (Note: no restrooms on the train) three
hour round trip. Enjoy a hot buffet at the Base 3
Station before the journey to the summit. FEATURES

We will travel to the Green Mountain State and have a delicious lunch at
Bennington Station. This is a B&R (Bennington & Rutland Railroad) Depot
that dates back to 1897 and declared “The handsomest and most artistic in
the state.” We then travel down the road to Hemmings Classic Car Museum
with an old fashioned running Sunoco Station, Car Lover’s store and 25 of
Hemmings vehicles on display. After we leave this nostalgia, we arrive at
Bennington Museum where they have many exhibits including the Grandma
Moses paintings with large gift shop.

* Bennington Station

FEATURES MEAL CHOICES * Hemmings Classic Car Museum

* Cog Railway Ride to the Summit * Base Station Hot Buffet * Bennington Museum
MEAL CHOICES

* Roast Vermont Tom Turkey Dinner
* Yankee Pot Roast

TIMETABLE

8:00 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 10:00 p.m. * Baked Boston Schrod

8:30 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128)  9:30 p.m.

9:00 am. Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 9:00 p.m.

All times are approximate and subject to change TIMETABLE
8:00 a.m. Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 9:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 9:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128) 8:30 p.m.
Fare $90 P/ P Fare $80 P/ P All times are approximate and subject to change

SRINGTIME ON CAPE COD HILDENE LINCOLN HOUSE
SULLIVAN STATION RESTAURANT

Sunday - June 7, 2015 Saturday, June 27, 2015

Visit the Dexter Grist Mill and see the grinding of corn with turbine power )
and buy a bag to bring home for “johnnycakes.” Enjoy The Grand Buffet Happy summer! We will travel. t'o the western most part of Massachusetts
luncheon at The Daniel Webster Inn before we travel to The Heritage Mu- to Lee where we will have a delicious buffet lunch at the SULLIVAN STA-

seum & Gardens all in Sandwich, MA on Cape Cod.  Stroll the grounds of TION RESTAURANT. It is a restored 19th century railroad depot and of-
beautiful flowers and enjoy their many exhibits of which the Antique Car fice. It was originally built as a railroad passenger depot in 1893 by New
exhibit is a popular one. York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad. Then off to Vermont where we will

visit the famous HILDENE HOUSE, THE LINCOLN FAMILY HOME.
FEATURES Built by Robert Todd Lincoln, the only one of Lincoln’s four children to live

* Dexter Grist Mill to adulthood, it remained the Lincoln Family Home until 1975.

¢ Daniel Webster Inn

* The Heritage Museum & Gardens -:_ ' DEXTER % FEATURES
e CRISTMILL ¢ Round trip comfortable motor coach
MEAL CHOICES: AL CORNMEAL FOR SALE e Sullivan Station Restaurant
. STOME CROUKD « Hild Li InH
¢ The Grand Buffet luncheon at = ' DAILY : 1idene Lincoln Home
The Daniel Webster Inn
MEAL CHOICES:
X sz . * Buffet
2 * Dessert: Chocolate Brownie Sundae
S
D) 4 . . TIMETABLE TIMETABLE
"z ore 8:30 am. Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 6:30 p.m. 7:30 AM Wellington T (Rte. 16) 9:30 PM
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128)  6:00 p.m. i : . ; .
9:30 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 5:30 p.m. R e 2(3)8 iﬁ ﬁfig;i?iﬁiﬁ:;ﬁf te.3) 893%011:ﬁ
Fare: $90 P/P All times are approximate and subject to change Fare: $86 P/P All times are approximate and subject to change

r—__—___—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.
and mail to: MVRS, P.O.Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. W D D AY TR I P S
Enclose a large #10 (4°x9”) self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you! A

Sorry, NO refunds. Tours run rain or shine. Advance ticket sales will be mailed ap- I
proximately 7 days prior to departure. Timetable subject to change. Please include
ALL NAMES and MENU SELECTIONS for your party. Information relative to cou nn“.wnv — |

handicapped accessibility will be provided upon request. Please review handicapped BENNINGTON
information on Page 4. In case of a service disruption, alternate transportation will MT. WASHINGT"N, “I'I '

VERMON'T

be used. A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

Saturday - MAY 23, 2015 - $90 P/P Saturday - MAY 30, 2015 - $80 P/P

Name: Phone# U Base Station Hot Buffet U Roast Vermont Tom Turkey Dinner

QA Yankee Pot Roast
Address Q0 Baked Boston Schrod

I

I

I

I

I

I

| civ/Town State Zip SRINGTIME ON HILDENE LINCOLN HOUSE
| SULLIVAN STATION
I

I

I

L

o C APE COD RESTAURANT

Emergency Contact: Phone:
Sunday - June 7, 2015 - $90 P/P Saturday, June 27, 2015 - $86 P/P I
|

Boarding Station: Trip (1)

U1 The Grand Buffet luncheon at U Buffet
Trip (2) The Daniel Webster Inn Dessert: Chocolate Brownie Sundae

Sponsored by the Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., a non-profit educational corporation.
Check out our website at: www.mysticvalleyrs.org, or call us at 617-361-4445

GROUP SALES POLICY: Ten or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the
SAME PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.
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Calling all Members!
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Railroad
Boutique

A selection of gifts and unique items with a RAILROAD FLAIR
All prices U.S. Funds. Include shipping & tax.

1

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ACTIVITY??

INEW FRIENDS

S OF DS

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIEY> -

2014 N_.E. Railroading Calendar 35th edition.............coc.coevveerverrrreerrrenrieanns $8.00 h REWARDING EXPERIENCES

RARE FIND Mystic Valley detachable RR POSTCARDS — 6 views ......... $2.00 WAYS TO HELP OTHER MEMBERS

Small Train Books for children from DOVER Publications

or
Famous Train Stickers, Little Train Stickers & Trains Activity Book 3 for $6.00

Your choice from 2 sets of 3 different TITLES ,[)SHARE A CAREER SKILL??

Little Train Stickers, Train Stickers & Train Station Activity Book... 3 for $6.00

CATCH ALL THE TRAINS YOU EVER MISSED

Vintage New England Railroading Calendars ................... $4.00 each or 3 for $10

Check desired years___82__ 86__ 87 94 00__05__10__12__13

activities are as varied as their locations. Auto transportation is essential
for some events, but many are located on the MBTA routes and may gath-
er at special locations or at members’ homes. Is distance an impediment?
NO WAY, for we have dedicated members in many states and foreign
countries who complete their activity by letter or E-Mail. Remember:
volunteering allows you to share your talents and interests with those who

Limited number of VINTAGE RAILROAD CALENDARS going back 30 years.
IF YOU WANT TO COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION, PLEASE CALL FIRST

12 Full Color frameable calendar prints of N.E. Railroading (our choice) ..$3.00

Adult Engineers Hat (made in USA) .....c.ooovevevveveieieeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeereere e $9.00
& ( ) would benefit most.
Childs Engineers Hat(made in USA) ......cccooueveiirieeniieeeisieeeeeeeeeeennas $7.00
Dual flashing red LED with RED Locomotive - metal pin with clasp . ......$3.50 TO J OIN THE FUN Please request a volunteer form

by submitting your request & membership number to: M.V.R.S. P. O.
Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009 or visit our Website www.mys-
ticvalleyrs.org.

I Ship to Name

Orders require payment by Money Order, Cashiers or Personal check

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? Your request is

Addr
| s presented at our regular meeting so that you will be contacted by the ap-
City/Town State Zip. propriate chairperson. From there it is up to you how involved you wish
Telephone# Total Amount Enclosed: $ to be, for the level of activity and variety of trips offered by the Society are
| Quantities limited, Offer expires July 31,2014 solely determined by the level of participation supplied by our volunteer

Check our Web Site - WWW.MYSTICVALLEYRS.ORG members. WELCOME ABOARD!
Please allow 2-4 weeks delivery. Make checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society
I Send orders to: M.V.R.S. - MAIL ORDER, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009

($20 service charge applies to checks returned by the bank)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: ALL ABOARD it the Mystc Valley Volunteers  the
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

e

L______________J

S

Riding the Rails

By Robert A. LaMay

o op s~

Older Model eets old diesel at
Palmer, MA.

pean countries: Norway, England and
Germany, and took full advantage of
their convenient train services. Hav-
ing arrived at Oslo airport in Garder-
moen, we found the railway platforms
conveniently located just below Ar-
rivals. A Class 74 articulated elec-
tric multiple unit (EMU) whisked us
away, first to Oslo Main Station and
then south-east along the scenic Vest-
fold Line towards the town of Skien,
Henrik Ibsen’s birthplace. New, long
tunnels speed up the journey out of
Oslo; more are planned to convert the
entire line to high-speed operation by
2030.

Our next station was England. Ar-
riving at Manchester Airport, we
found that the new MetroLink light
rail line into the city center had been
completed. However, this time we
took the TransPennine Expressway to
York. Our destination was Skipwith
Station, once on the Derwent Valley
Light Railway (called the “Blackberry
Line”), a privately owned line in ru-
ral Yorkshire. Between 1912 and 81
it mostly took produce to the market,
but during WW?2 it was heavily used
to serve a number of nearby Royal Air
Force bases. The line was difficult

Another pair of Amtrak powe
pose for a profile

Amtrak’s business cars on rear of
re-routed Vermonter

The first re-routed Vermonter
crosses Connecticut River

Amtrak’s Re-routed Vermonter steps onto the
new ‘Knowledge Corridor’ at Springfield, MA

Tracks We Have Cro

sed

Riding the rails in 3 European Countries - Dirk Hertel

for the Luftwaffe to find
because a lack of track
maintenance had left it
overgrown with weeds
so it did not show up
on aerial photographs!
Today Skipwih Station
is home to three rail-
way carriages converted
into comfortable vacation homes with
beautiful views across fields. One of
the attractions of nearby York is the
National Railway Museum, home of
Robert Stephenson’s Rocket and Sir
Nigel Gresley’s Class A4 4-6-2 Pa-
cific steam locomotive No. 4468 Mal-
lard, holder of the world speed record
for steam locomotives at 125.88 mph
(1938). The day of my visit Mallard’s
footplate was open to visitors, and so |
spent a few unforgettable minutes tak-
ing to the engineer.

The last stop was Munich, capital
of Bavaria. The Christmas markets
were in full swing, and easy to reach
by Munich’s extensive network of
eight subway (U-Bahnen) plus eight
fast commuter rail lines (S-Bahnen). 1
was especially impressed by the new
C2-Series subway trains. Built by Sie-
mens and awarded with the ,,Univer-
sal Design Consumer Favorite 2013,
the futuristic 6-car trains are articu-
lated so that you can move freely from
end to end. Railway history was to
be explored at the Deutsche Museum,
featuring a beautiful Bavarian Pacific
steam locomotive and an exhibition
about the Trans-Siberian Railway. All
in all it was an enjoyable and educa-
tional journey.
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The Boston Globe has been do-
ing some investigative reporting on
the MBTA’s commuter rail operation.
The most recent focus has been on
the HSP-46 locomotives from Motive
Power Industries. The 40 new com-
muter rail locomotives delivered to the
MBTA late last year at a cost of $222
million have all been sidelined to have
their traction motor bearings replaced
after the manufacturer discovered last
summer that at least some of the bear-
ings are faulty. The MBTA has said
that eight locomotives have been re-
paired and are in service. Joe Pesaturo,
an MBTA spokesman, said last week
that the eight locomotives that have
been repaired are in service.

But according to records re-
viewed by the Globe on Monday,
1/19/2015, just four were in service
Friday and Monday. The other four
had been taken out of service for main-
tenance problems unrelated to the bear-
ings, according to the records. Techni-
cally, all 40 of the locomotives were
delivered by the end of 2014 by the
principal manufacturer, Motive Pow-
er Inc. of Boise, Idaho. But 20 were
sent directly to Altoona, Pa., to have
the traction motor bearings replaced.
The rest are having the work done at
a Providence and Worcester Railroad
maintenance facility in Worcester. The
new locomotives are diesel-electric
hybrids. Each has a 4,600-horsepower
diesel engine that powers four electric
traction motors that drive the wheels.
The engines and motors were manu-
factured by General Electric.

The high-precision ball bearings
reduce friction and make possible the
smooth rotation of the axles that are
driven by the electric motors.

In e-mails, Pesaturo initially said
the locomotives did not require post-
delivery modifications to make them

The Roundhose

By Bill McCaffrey

operable. He said they only needed to
have the bearings replaced “as a pre-
caution to ensure that the traction mo-
tor bearings last for their design life.”

The bearings, he said, were not
improperly installed, but some were
damaged when they were shipped from
Pennsylvania to Idaho in a way that
could diminish the life of the bearings.
They are being replaced at no cost to
the transit authority, according to Pesa-
turo.

Pesaturo, who refused to talk to a
Globe reporter, said in one of several
e-mail responses that the MBTA saw
no need to disclose the defective bear-
ings since the repairs are being done at
no cost to the MBTA. The locomotives
were manufactured on schedule, and
they were “operational” when they left
Idaho.

On Nov. 12,2014 an office car spe-
cial train operated over the former Bos-
ton and Maine RR Connecticut River
Line in Massachusetts. The train had
cars from both Amtrak and Pan Am
Railways. Amtrak heritage engine No.
822 lead the train. The inspection train
allowed officials to inspect the tracks
prior to the revival of passenger service
on this route. [NERAIL]

The Berkshire Scenic Railway mu-
seum has announced that in partnership
with the City of North Adams, Town of
Adams, and the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation fun train rides
will be coming to the former Boston
and Albany RR Adams Branch. Trains
will run from North Adams to Adams
in 2015. Schedule is not yet available
[Berkshire Scenic web site].

Vermont Public Radio reports that
ridership on Amtrak’s Vermonter is at
an all time high. Recent track work
has cut 30 minutes from the schedule
to reach New York. Vermont officials
have begun preliminary talks with Ca-
nadian officials in regard to restoring
Montreal service at some future date.
Vermont’s other Amtrak train, the
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Ethan Allen reported a small drop in
ridership.

Yankee Magazine’s July/August
issue included a major article on the
Lake Megantic tragedy. A Montreal,
Maine, and Atlantic run away oil train
killed 47 people in Lake Megantic,
Quebec in 2013. The article focuses on
human tragedy but does include some
of the railroad side of the story.

Amtrak has issued a press release
that the Vermonter will be returned
to its original route through Mas-
sachusetts with stops in Springfield,
Northampton, and Greenfield effective
December 29, 2014. A Holyoke stop
will be added later in 2015 when sta-
tion work is completed. Amherst saw
its last Vermonter on December 28.
This used to be the route of the Mon-
trealer until Amtrak could not afford
to keep up with the price increases that
VIA Rail Canada was demanding for
operation into Montreal’s Central Sta-
tion.

Amtrak has taken delivery of 18
new baggage cars built by CAF USA
in Elmira Heights, NY. They are head-
ed to Florida for testing before assign-
ment to long distance trains. [ELMI-
RA STAR-GAZETTE]]

The Lawrence Eagle Tribune re-
ports that not all residents of Plaistow,
NH are ready to welcome an extension
of MBTA Haverhill line commuter
trains to New Hampshire. Some resi-
dents are concerned about the noise
associated with a proposed layover
center. Talk about being out of date,
one group is distributing signs with a
picture of a steam locomotive with a
red line through it. If the MBTA really
was going to use steam, nobody would
have to worry about diesel idling noise.

The Albany, NY Times Union re-
ports that Norfolk Southern has made
an offer to buy the Delaware & Hud-
son Railway’s 282-mile line between
Schenectady, NY and Sunbury, PA.
The current owner of the D + H is Ca-

nadian Pacific which would retain the
Montreal to Albany Line of the D + H.
This sale is subject to approval by the
Surface Transportation Board.

Railpace Magazine is reporting
that the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts is purchasing the former New
Haven RR branch line from Fram-
ingham to Mansfield. Once this sale
is completed the only ex-New Haven
branch in Eastern Massachusetts still
owned by CSX will be Framingham to
Leominster

The Sarah Mildred Long Bridge
is being replaced. The 65-year-old lift
bridge spans the Piscataqua River be-
tween Kittery,Maine and Portsmouth,
New Hampshire. It is a combined rail
/ highway bridge. The only rail cus-
tomer is the Portsmouth Naval Ship-
yard. In spite of the name the naval
shipyard is actually located in Kittery,
Maine. This bridge once carried Bos-
ton and Maine Boston to Portland pas-
senger trains via the Eastern Route.
Target date for completion is Septem-
ber, 2017. [Progressive Railroading]

Here are a few of the problems fac-
ing planners working on a plan for an
expanded Penn Station in New York.
Leaders at Amtrak hope to demolish an
entire block to build a new rail station
for New Jersey commuters called Penn
South, across 31st Street from Penn
Station. There are two complications.
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
is one occupant of the block. It is a
historic church and it contains relics
of St. Pio of Pietrelcina. This twen-
tieth century Italian saint had hands
and feet that bled like the wounds of
Christ. St.John the Baptist Church has
a blood stained sock and mitten worn
by St. Pio. This same block also con-
tains the only remaining piece of the
original Penn Station as built by the
Pennsylvania Railroad. The station’s
power station still stands although it
is not marked with a historical marker.
[NorthJersey.Com].

Lines frem Ireland

In October a major upgrade of the
carriages used on the Belfast to Dublin
‘Enterprise’ service, operated jointly
Irish Rail and Northern Ireland Rail-
ways began. The Enterprise service has
long been considered a relaxing way to
travel the 120 miles between Dublin
and Belfast with eight services daily
in each direction, Monday to Saturday,
and five services in each direction on
Sundays. As part of the Programme to
maintain the high standards of quality
and comfort on board, a refurbishment
program commenced to deliver the fol-
lowing enhancements:

* A significant overhaul of the train’s
mechanical systems,

* Modern attractive new interiors/
seating,

* New 21st Century livery,

* Replacement of the Passenger In-
formation System,

* A new electronic passenger reser-
vation system,

* New CCTV system.

This mid-life refurbishment is de-
signed to make rail transport between
Ireland’s two largest cities even more
comfortable and attractive for exist-
ing and prospective customers. The
scheme financed through the European
Union’s INTERREG IVA Programme,

managed by the Special EU Pro-
grammes Body (SEUPB), with support
from the Department for Regional De-
velopment, is due to be completed by
the end of 2015 with the refurbishment
work being undertaken by Translink on
behalf of both companies.

To enable refurbishment works to
these carriages, the regular Enterprise
Train were replaced by Irish Rail Inter-
city Diesel Railcars from 17th Novem-
ber. Two timetable altercations were
also made — The departure of the 8.05
p.m. service from Belfast to Dublin
Connolly was deferred until 9.35 p.m.
while a new 10.30 a,m. service from
Belfast to Dublin Connolly was oper-
ated on Saturdays only in the run up to
the Christmas period.

The replacement services will have
reduced 1st Plus and Enterprise capac-
ity.

Leaf fall on tracks during the Fall
months is a problem for railroad opera-
tors in many countries as it causes low
rail adhesion and train delays. When
leaves fall on to the line, particularly in
damp or wet weather, the rolling action
of passing rolling stock wheels com-
presses them, causing a greasy ‘mulch’
to cover the rail and reduces the adhe-
sion, or ‘co-efficient of friction’ to use

= October to December 2014

the technical term, between wheel and
rail. Acceleration must be reduced to
prevent slipping, and braking distanc-
es extended. The leaf mulch can also
affect the operation of track circuits.
Irish Rail has machinery to address
this problem, which operates overnight
on key sections of the network, water-
jetting and spreading “Sandite” on the
line. However, this can only reduce the
impact of leaf mulch rather than elimi-
nate it. The mulch is Teflon-like, and
even hand-scrubbing cannot remove it.

In November Belmont Ltd., own-
ers, part-owners or managers of 45
luxury hotels, tourist trains and river
cruises operating in 22 countries, an-
nounced that it expects to inaugurate
its first train in Ireland in summer 2016
known as The Belmond Grand Hiber-
nian and will be the first luxury rail ex-
perience of its kind in Ireland, which it
is anticipated will tour the magnificent
open countryside, dramatic coastal
scenery and fascinating cities of both
the Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland. Belmond Ltd. has acquired
ten carriages from Irish Rail which the
company will transform into a luxury
sleeper train with accommodations for
up to 40 guests travelling in 20 elegant,
en-suite cabins. The interior design

By James Scannell

project is being carried out by James
Park Associates, who have worked
on other train projects for the com-
pany including the Belmond Northern
Belle and Eastern & Oriental Express,
and will draw inspiration from Dub-
lin’s classic Georgian architecture and
blend it with elements of Ireland’s an-
cient folklore and traditions. Belmond
Grand Hibernian will feature four in-
terconnecting suites to accommodate
families, two restaurant cars and an
observation bar car. Belmond Grand
Hibernian will journey throughout the
island offering 2,4, or 6 night rail expe-
riences that visit the major destinations
of the North and South, including the
train’s Dublin base, Belfast and Cork.
Travelling aboard Belmond Grand Hi-
bernian will be akin to a land cruise,
offering daily excursions such as tours
of historic estates, or a round of golf
on one of the finest links courses in the
world, visits to the new Titanic Belfast
center, or an immersion into the world
of Ireland’s legendary writers, musi-
cians and artists.

Belmond Grand Hibernian’s haul-
age services and Dublin depot facilities
will be provided by Irish Rail, Ireland’s
national train operator and rail infra-
structure provider.
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SHELBURNE FALLS &
MAPLE SYRUP

Saturday —March 28, 2015

It is Springtime and that time of year to see the sap running and the maple syrup
flow. Join us today to the town of Shelburne Falls. Before we reach Shelburne
we will have a delicious buffet lunch at Ocean Fish & Steakhouse in Greenfield,
MA. We will proceed to Gould’s Sugarhouse. They have maple syrup flavored
ice cream cones as well as fresh maple syrup. In Shelburne Falls there are glacial
rocks, bridge of flowers and many shops to stroll through. Bring your camera. It is
a great picture-taking area. =

FEATURES
Ocean Fish & Steakhouse Buffet

Gould’s Sugarhouse
Shelburne Falls, MA

TIMETABLE
8:30 am. Wellington T (Rte 16 Medford) 6:30 p.m.
9:00 am. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 6:00 p.m.

9:30 am. Riverside T (Exit 22 on Rte 95) 5:30 p.m.
All times are approximate and subject to change
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Fare $70 P/P

EASTER AT
WRIGHT’S MILL FARM

Sunday - April 5, 2015

HAPPY EASTER!! Please join us as we travel in a motor coach to Wright’s
Mill Farm, in Canterbury, CT for a bountiful buffet brunch from Danish to a
full Dessert Station including coffee, tea, and assorted juices. You will enjoy
dinner music with Adele & Company while enjoying your lunch. Upon leav-
ing for home, you will go to Hart’s Greenhouse and Florist in Brooklyn CT,
to view an array of all things beautiful. It is a family-run garden center for
more than 25 years.

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach ® ‘

* Wright’s Mill Farm Al e i /5_"” :
¢ Hart’s Greenhouse ~\, - '-'r'f"““i.;:
‘R ) N /éiﬁ;’:\ ]
MEAL CHOICES: ) — *
¢ Buffet <0 NS L 2
’ HL—'——/ 1
TIMETABLE
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22) 6:30 PM
9:30 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:00 PM

0:00 AM Braintree T(Exit 17, RTE 3) 5:30 PM
All times are approximate and subject to change
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Fare $70 P/P

STURBRIDGE VILLAGE AND
PUBLICK HOUSE
Saturday - April 11, 2015

Please join us as we travel back in time to the 1830’s. Old Sturbridge is the
largest outdoor history museum in the Northeast. It depicts a rural New Eng-
land town. You are invited into more than 40 original buildings, including
homes, meetinghouses, a district school, country store, bank, working farm,
three water-powered mills and trade shops — all situated on more than 200
scenic acres. You can meet heritage breed farm animals and interact with
authentically costumed staff. Built in 1771, the Publick House Historic Inn
offers a feast of our generous meals and enjoys the comfort of Yankee hospi-
tality. You’ll be warmed by the same magnificent open hearths that warmed
our early American Ancestors’.

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Sturbridge Village

* Publick House Restaurant

MEAL CHOICES
¢ Herb Roast Stuffed Chicken
* Broiled Boston Scrod

'z - TIMETABLE
8:30 am  Wellington T (RTE 16) 7:00 pm
9:00 am  Braintree T (Ext 17, RTE 3) 6:30 pm
9:30 am  Riverside T (Exit 22) 6:00 pm
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Fare $76 P/P

All times are approximate and subject to change

BLYTHEWOLD MANSION
& ARBORETUM
Newport, Rl
Saturday - April 25, 2015

You will experience breathtaking views of Narragansett Bay and see the
mansion of the Wickle/McKee family, who were the original owners; dec-
orated with original furnishings. The tour continues through the grounds
where magnificent trees, daffodils and a variety of rare plants can be viewed.
You will enjoy a lovely lunch at Pub 99 in Newport and shop the downtown
area with art galleries, stores, and view ships in the harbor.

FEATURES -
* Blythewold Mansion

* Pub 99 Newport, RI

* Shopping in downtown Newport, RI

MEAL CHOICES

* Broiled Sirloin Tips
e Grilled Chicken

¢ Chicken Parm

N TIMETABLE

a 8:00 a.m. Wellington T (Rte 16 Medford) 6:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Riverside T (Rte 22 on Rte 95)  6:00 p.m.

N 3 9:00 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 5:30 p.m.
- All times are approximate and subject to change

Fare $75 P/P
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Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

and mail to: MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Enclose a large #10 (4°x9”) self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you!

Sorry, NO refunds. Tours run rain or shine. Advance ticket sales will be mailed ap-
proximately 7 days prior to departure. Timetable subject to change. Please include
ALL NAMES and MENU SELECTIONS for your party. Information relative to
handicapped accessibility will be provided upon request. Please review handicapped
information on Page 4. In case of a service disruption, alternate transportation will
be used. A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

Name: Phone#

Address

City/Town State Zip
Email

Emergency Contact: Phone:

Boarding Station: Trip (1)

Trip (2)

Sponsored by the Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., a non-profit educational corporation.
Check out our website at: www.mysticvalleyrs.org, or call us at 617-361-4445

WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

[ sHELBURNE FALLS & [Jeaster AT
MAPLE SYRUP WRIGHT’S MILL FARM
Saturday -March 28, 2015 - $70 P/P Sunday - April 5, 2015 - $70 P/P
U Ocean Fish & Steakhouse Buffet 4 Buffet

[] sTurBrIDGE viLLAGE [ ] BLYTHEWOLD MANSION

AND PUBLICK HOUSE & ARBORETUM
Newport, RI
Saturday - April 11, 2015 - $76 P/P Saturday - April 25, 2015 - $75 P/P
U Herb Roast Stuffed Chicken 4 Broiled Sirloin Tips
U Broiled Boston Scrod U Grilled Chicken

4 Chicken Parm

GROUP SALES POLICY: Ten or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the
SAME PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

. |



