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FESTIVAL OF TREES

. Saturday - December 6, 2014

Details on page 5

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
Sunday - December 14, 2014

Detalls on page 5

BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL

Saturday - January 10, 2015

Detalls on page 5

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM

AND ANGELICA'S
Sunday - February 15, 2015

P EM

Peabody

Essex
Museum

Details on page 5

(¥ COMING SOON-IT’S MAGIC &~
Watch For the Conductor Who Will Amaze Us With His Tricks

J

& m 3
og %cg
= Vo)
R R
oNe) 8 Z
& ‘ég
L v @
éb A S

Mail your
renewal in

Deadline for Next Issue: February 1, 2015

Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

P. O. Box 365486
Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009

NOTICE!

NOMINATING/PHOTO JUDGING
CONTEST
SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 7, 2015
See Details on Page 3

MVRS ELECTION OF OFFICERS
SATURDAY - MARCH 7, 2015
MT VERNON RESTAURANT

See Details on Page 3
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Find us on

Facebook

From the President - Theresa E. Rylko

As we once again head into the
winter season, we start looking
into the New Year. I wish to thank
you all for your help in getting
the word out. Every time you go
on the trips and pass the Waybills
out you help honor Russell’s
memory. If you want to receive

a small stack of Waybills to pass
out in your favorite spots please
let me know, and I will mail them
out to you. As you travel along,
you might see an area which
others might enjoy. Feel free to
send some literature to the Trip
Team to review for future visits.

Remember The Annual Nomi-
nation Meeting on February 7th
(See page 3 ). Help your favorite
candidate to get nominated.

From the Vice President - Jeff Costello

Another year has come and
gone, but we have other chal-
lenges in the year ahead of us. We
have a lot of talent on board, new
trips, new tour guides, but there
1s always room for you. With our
members’ continued assistance,

we hope to have another good
year. Please consider becoming
a volunteer and helping with Trip
Teams, mailings of the Waybill
or other committees.

As always Mystic Valley Rail-
way Society, Inc. will strive to

provide quality trips and oppor-
tunities to our members’ contin-

ued assistance.

From the Membership Chairperson -
Ellie Manning

It’s time to renew your
membership, our membership
year runs from April 1st — March
31st.

Anyone who joins after January
Ist automatically gets put into the
new membership year. Calendar
supply is limited, so for those

the calendar from our boutique
form. The United States Post
Office does not forward bulk rate
mail.

ﬁ/ ﬁ? www.facebook. com/MystlcValleyRallwaySOC1ety

Winter Schedule

Ambherst Railway Hobby Show
January 24, 2015
Saturday 9:00 — 5:00 p.m.
January 25, 2015
Sunday 10:00 — 5:00 p.m.
Big E Fairgrounds
1305 Memorial Ave.

W. Springfield, MA
Watch for the MVRS table
at this show.

Board of

Directors

April 1, 2014 -
March 31, 2015

President
Theresa E. Rylko (Tracey)

Vice President
Jeffrey Costello (Jeff)

Treasurer
Sylvia B. Spinney

Recording Secretary
Geraldine Nichols (Gerry)

LIFE - means that you are a joining or renewing in the month The Board of Directors has Directors:
member for your natural life. of December, it will depend on voted to increase the member- Eleanor Manning
MI14 — means that you are a the supply of the calendars as to ship fee starting April 1, 2015 — William Manning
member for the year April 1, whether or not you will receive March 31, 2016 and it will now Josepb MCDQHOUgh
2014 — March 31, 2015. It is the current edition of the calen- be $10.00 for Regular Member- Marcia Pennington
time to renew. dar. The calendars are mailed out ship, Family Membership $4.00 Jay Verner

MALIL - means that you have between Thanksgiving and New and Life Membership $125.00. Mary Verner
not been a member for several Years by the volunteers of the We look forward to your contin- Jon Wolf
years and you will be taken off Society and takes approximately ued support. Positions They Fill

the rolls unless you wish to join
again.

The Membership Year runs
from April 1st to March 31st.

4-6 weeks to go through the postal
system. If you move, please give
us your address change, other-
wise you will have to purchase

Discover -
New England

Here s what’s included:

e Our quarterly paper, The Waybill, filled with
pictures and schedules of RR events.
Exclusive members-only tours to unique ac-
tivities and locations.

Color Railroad calendar with 12 frameable
prints (while supplies last).

Annual Calendar Color Slide Contest for
members.

Railroad Socials.

¢ Membership card, The Mystic Valley Pass.

Railroad films and guest speakers available
upon request.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Mystic Valley year runs from April 1 - March 31

Membership Fees & Classes
1. Regular Membership (one person)
2. Family Membership
Price of regular membership for one member
plus $4.00 per additional person living in the
same house with regular member. All are full
members with only one copy of every mailing
mailed to the family address.
3. Life Membership
(one person, U.S.A. only) $125.00
4.For membership outside the U.S.A., please
double the above fares (remit in U.S. currency
only).
Calendars will be mailed during holiday season
to all current members as stated above and not

$10.00

PLEASE INCLUDE A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE

Roma Hertel — Button Maker

Dr. Dirk Hertel —
Photography/Calendar

Ellie & Billy Manning —
Mailing & Membership

Sally Avjian& Ellie Manning-
Trip Team (Planning Trips)

Sally Avjian — Waybill Editor
Jon Wolf — Web Master/Computer

Joe McDonough & Jeff Costello —
Trade Show Coordinators

Sl necessarily presented at time of joining (while Jeff Costello —
By Traln. supplies last). o .
Communications Radios/
Defibrillators

I Mail to: I
MYSTIC VALLEY RAILWAY SOCIETY, INC. Marcia Pennington & Jeff Costello —
I c/o Membership Committee I Boutique
P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009 Got a Question: _ —
I Q) Check here if this is an address change call us at 617-361-4445 (24 hours) or online at: I Y i fth |
. \%{VWW.mYSticvaHe)},{E o ou w11 se;e many of these volunteers
ame: _ as tour leaders on your trips.
I Name: Regular Membership I y p
Address: at $10.00 per person
' — f}feolfnlzzr (ffdgllg?e“;lﬂf;‘;rson $S— | It takes a team effort to have a suc-
| City/Town: State: Zip: Iﬁqgm&erslgp o § I cessful volunteer organization. Please
. . ife Membershi .
Please include telephone number (with area code) T at$125 per pe rsg n(USA. only) share your talents as a volunteer with
EMail: Tax deductible donations to a 501(c)(3)$____ I MVRS and be rewarded by seeing
I : organization are gratefully accepted. . )
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ your work in action. Call 617-361-

I Famlly members (no separate malhngs). Please list full names: If you join more than once in the membership year, it will be considered a I
donation. Thank you for including a self-addressed stamped envelope. Cards

4445 and a volunteer form will be
sent to you.

will be mailed to you in 5-6 weeks. There will be a $20 service charge for
returned checks.
L — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

_—_—__J



Find us on

Facebook
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Please join us as we travel to Newport, Rhode Island for an afternoon for a deli-
cious, all you can eat, buffet and laugh to a wonderful comedy play, called “LIE,
CHEAT and GENUFLECT”. It is about two young men — gamblers who never
win — have a sick uncle who is leaving all his money to a niece who is a nun — whom
he has never seen! The uncle dies, and one of the nephews arrives as the niece,
dressed as a nun — and the fun begins. After the play, we retire to the restaurant
to enjoy the singing, dancing and more comedy of the Cabaret Show. At this time,
you may purchase a beverage of your choice. Tea and coffee are complimentary.

Note: Please wear your red and white I.D. tag in a visible location and arrive at your
designated boarding station 30 MINUTES before your scheduled departure. Trips

run rain or shine! NO REFUNDS! THE
NEWPORT

FEATURES:
» Buffet served with over sixteen items
* Comedy Play and Cabaret

PrAYHOUSE

TIMETABLE
8:30 AM  Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:30 PM
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 6:00 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 5:30 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $90 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

D NEWPORT PLAYHOUSE COMEDY SHOW & CABARET
Sunday, March 1, 2015

Price $90 P/P

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION
Phone#

1
1
|
|
|
1
1
Boarding Station i
|
|
|
1
1
ol

Name(s):
Address
City/Town

State Zip

Email

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
NN EIN NN I I NN EEE BEE BEE BEE BEE BN B B B B B B B I =S .-

Special Events

Ellie Manning & Sally Avjian Co-Chairs

NOMINATING/
PHOTO JUDGING
CONTEST

1o A )
L

— February 7, 2015

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
14 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 Tel: 617-666-4805

Saturday

10:00 a.m. Nominating Meeting (members only)
12:00 noon Buffet Lunch $25.00 per person
1:00 p.m. Calendar Photo Judging for 2016
MVRS Calendar with Dr. Dirk Hertel

Travel directions will be included on your Itinerary.

May be reached by Sullivan Sq. stop on the Orange Line
via Subway.

Coupon below:

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

MVRS Buffet Luncheon - $25.00 per person
Saturday, February 7, 2015

1a

Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.
Mail to MVRS, P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you! Sorry — NO REFUNDS

Your Name

Address

City/Town State Zip

Please include your telephone Number (with area code)

_—_—_—_—_—_—__J
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MEMBERS — MEMBERS - MEMBERS

P voury P voury

VOTE VOTE

4 4

MVRS — ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Saturday - March 7., 2015 for
2015-2016

Come and join us at The Mt. Vernon Restaurant, 14 Broadway,
Somerville, MA 02145 — Tel: 617-666-3830 to support your choice
for the Board of Directors for MVRS. It is important for Members
to take part in voting for MVRS future to grow. Voting will take
place from 10:00 a.m. to Noon and is for Members Only — please
show your membership card.

VOTE - VOTE - VOTE

Coffee and muffins will be available with MVRS Waybill.

ABSENTEE BALLOT:

If you are unable to attend please request an Absentee Ballot by
sending your name, address, telephone number and membership
number, c¢/o Geraldine Nichols, Recording Secretary, MVRS, P. O.
Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009, no later than February
15, 2015.

Directions: Located on Orange Line Sullivan Sq. stop. Driving
From the South take 193N to exit 28 toward MA 99 Sullivan Sq.
Somerville, turn left at Cambridge St/MA38N, take right at Myrtle
St, take 1st left onto Pearl St, take 1st right on Franklin St, turn right
on Broadway. From the North take 193S to Exit 28 Sullivan Sq/
Charlestown, go straight, take exit toward Mystic Ave/Broadway,
turn right at Alfred Lombardie St., take 1st left onto Broadway.
Parking in rear of restaurant on both sides of the street.

2016 New England Railroading

Calendar Contest
37th Edition - Cash Prizes!

n =8
CURS oF DBY

CONTEST RULES:

Each participant must be a member in good standing.

All photos must be taken within the six states of New England.

No more than 10 photos may be submitted.

Photos printed in past MVRS calendars must not be resubmitted.

All photos MUST be in landscape (horizontal) orientation.

If a person’s face is recognizable in the photo, written consent of that person must
be included.

Photos can be submitted as 35mm slides or as digital photos.

Copies of 35mm slides, prints on paper, and digital reproductions of 35mm slides
or prints will not be accepted.

9.  Digital cameras shall have at least 6 megapixels (3000 x 2000), and should be set
to the highest resolution and lowest compression (highest quality).

oo~
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10. Digital photos should be submitted unaltered (as downloaded from your camera)
in JPEG, TIFF, or RAW formats (if supported by your camera) on a recordable com-
pact disc (CD-R, DVD-R) or USB flash drive.

11.  Entries must be accompanied by a signed MVRS entry form. Entry forms can be
found in the Waybill (copy accepted) or downloaded from http://www.mysticval-
leyrs.org

12. Descriptions (captions) must be supplied for all photos entered into the contest.
Submit a computer file containing the list of photo captions (Word, PDF, or any
other text file).

13. Digital photo file names must be clearly numbered (1-10) so that photos and cap-
tions can be easily matched.

14. Entries must be postmarked no later than midnight December 15, 2014.

15. A prize of $150 will be awarded for the front and back cover; $100 for any of the
months (January -December).

16. The final selection of photos for the Calendar is at the sole discretion of the Board
of Directors. The decisions of the Board shall be final and non-appealable. The
Board will be under no obligation to provide any reasons for its decisions.

17.  Winning entries become the property of the MVRS, Inc.

18. Non-winning entries will only be returned if a self-addressed stamped envelope or
package with correct postage has been supplied.

19. The MVRS is not responsible for any loss or damage to items sent through the mail.

ENTRY FORM IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:
www.mysticvalleyrs.org click on calendar contest box.
Fill out the form then print.
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TRIP
IDEAS!

Have you visited somewhere around New England
that you think the Mystic Valley Railway Society’s
members and friends would enjoy as much as you did?

idea

PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Our Trip Team is always looking for new ideas,
places to eat, things to see and do,
train rides, museums, boat rides, etc.

With your help
we can offer trips at a reasonable cost,
that otherwise might have been overlooked.

Please contact us by e-mail at
contactus @mysticvalleyrs.org
or via regular mail at
MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Please provide your phone number or e-mail address, so that we may
contact you, should we need more information.

THE MVRS TRIP TEAM IS HERE FOR YOU!
BE THERE FOR THEM!

MVRS
MEMORIAL GRANT

By: Joe McDonough

As reported in the last Waybill, “Instructions For Those Organiza-
tions Submitting a Grant Application” and the “Application Form”
were posted on the Society Web Site (www.mysticvalleyrs.org) and
mailed to thirty (30) potential candidates for their review and action,
as appropriate. A submission by date of November 15, 2014 was
also established. As applications are received, they will be reviewed
by a Committee of three (3) chaired by the Society Vice President
with a goal of announcing the grant recipient(s) by December 31,
2014.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

February 1, 2015

Booking
Conditios

“We expect people to act respectful in a cordial manner.
We also expect our passengers to follow instruction from
supervised personnel on all transportation vehicles, i.e.,
trains, buses, boats, etc. It is important instructions be
followed to maintain safety of all participants.

If any passenger is disruptive or refuses to follow direc-
tion they are subject to be prohibited from taking part
in future trips. To be clear we consider non-compliance
with safety directive to be a serious matter as well as use
of foul language and disruptive conduct. Any of these
behaviors will be grounds for prohibition of participation
in future trips and events.”

Find us on
Facebook

HEAR YE!
HEAR YE!

The Call Goes Out
To All Groups! 10 For 10

Group Sales Policy: 10 or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the SAME
PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

~
o

BLOCK SPACE may be arranged on any non-restricted event with Ticket Coor-
dinator or Tour Director (when assigned) at least 50 days prior to departure. For
further information, please contact the Mystic Valley Railway Society, 617-361-
4445 or e-mail at contactus@mysticvalleyrs.org.
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Jon Wolf, Director with member Vir-
ginia Ward. We thank Virginia for
all her research on her narrations on
MVRS trips.

i ke )
Memories of Christmas Past with

Tracey Rylko, President in her
Christmas finery.

On the White Mtn Brunch trip three
past Board of Directors found them-
selves together. L-R — Nancy Martin,
Sally Avjian & Nancy Roney

Ellie Manning, Director with Bob &
Dot Leab of Leab Valley Farm.

: ]
An Amtrak train travels across the railroad bridge over the Merrimack River
from Bradford to Haverhill, MA. The MBTA contractor will start bridge re-
pairs on this bridge. There will be six weekends between September 2014 and
November 2016 when train service will be suspended. Shuttle buses will be in
service during this time.
Thank you to Phillip Descoteaux of Haverhill for this article.

In Memoriam

Mrs. Ardath Stafford passed away on April 3, 2013 at the age of 95 years old.
She leaves a son Phillip Descoteaux of Haverhill, MA.

Clarence Haaker of Leominster died the end of September, 2014. He was a
long time member who went on many cross country trip with MVRS.

— Handicapped Information

The Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., endeavors to provide its
passengers with information regarding the accessibility of and fa-
cilities available for the benefit of our handicapped ridership. In
doing so, we make inquiries of the facilities visited and equipment
used on each of our trips. Accordingly, since we merely convey this
information, we cannot be held responsible for its accuracy.

If you are not self-sufficient and have special needs, you must trav-
el with a companion who can provide assistance to you. By mak-
ing a reservation for a trip, you are certifying that you do not have
any mental, physical or other medical/disability condition that could
compromise your safety or that of other trip participants. If you are
uncertain about the demands or difficulties of a particular trip or
event, please call us for details.




Find us on

Facebook

FESTIVAL OF TREES

Saturday, December 6, 2014

Enjoy the crafts and holiday gift items at the
two church fairs in Dedham, MA. A warm
hearty dinner at the Concord Colonial Inn to
savor the upcoming holidays. The Festival
of Trees will give inspiring ways to decorate
your homes for the holidays and a chance to
win one of the trees.

FEATURES MEAL CHOICES
e Christmas Craft Fairs ¢ Chicken Piccata
¢ Colonial Inn, Concord, MA ¢ Yankee Pot Roast
¢ Festival of Trees — Methuen, MA

TIMETABLE

8:30 a.m. Wellington T(Rte 16)
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22) Rte 128
9:30 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17) Rte 3
All times are approximate and subject to change

Return will be Riverside 4:30 p.m.
Braintree 5:00 p.m.

Fare $70 P/P Wellington 5:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR

Sunday, December 14, 2014

Please join us as we travel by motor coach to see a wonderful Christmas
time play at the Reagle Theater in Waltham featuring several dozen yuletide
tunes, more than 150 talented performers backed by a full orchestra, a visit
to Santa’s Workshop, a Victorian Christmas, The Living Nativity, The Teddy
Bears’ Nutcracker and the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers! After the play,
we will go to the Chateau Restaurant for a delicious meal that you selected
in advance

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Chateau Restaurant

» Reagle Music Theater

MEAL CHOICES

* Chicken Cutlet Parm w/Penne or

* Penne Pasta w/Meatball & Sausage.

A
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TIMETABLE
10:00 AM  Wellington T (Rte. 16) 6:00 PM

10:30 AM  Braintree T (Ext 17, Rte. 3) 5:30 PM
11:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22) 5:00 PM
All times are approximate and subject to change

FD o

Fare $96 P/P

s

BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL

Saturday - January 10, 2015

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Join us as we are entertained by the famous BOAR’S
HEAD FESTIVAL. This spectacular event originated in England in 1314.
Be prepared to be amazed by a unique musical procession, complimented by
a large cast of costumed thespians and live animals, all in a church setting.
After the performance, enjoy punch, cookies and view the animals in the
back of the church. We will enjoy a delicious meal at the OLIVE GARDEN
in Springfield. i

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Lunch at Olive Garden

* Boar’s Head Festival

MEAL CHOICES:
e Pasta Dishes - choose from Menu
* Beverages, Salad & Breadsticks

TIMETABLE
8:30 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:30 PM
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 6:00 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 5:30 PM

Fare: $88 P/P

All times are approximate and subject to change

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM AND ANGELICA’S
Sunday - February 15, 2015

Come with us to visit one of America’s most famous little islands. Help us
Please join us as we travel in a motor coach to Angelica’s Restaurant in
Middleton for a 5 course elegant dinner, from crackers with bean dip, ziti’s
with marinara sauce, salad, entrée of your choice, vegetable, rolls, butter, tea,
coffee and strawberry shortcake. All other beverages paid per person. The
roots of the Peabody Essex Museum dates back to 1799 founding of the East
India Marine Society, an organization of Salem captains and supercargoes
that have sailed beyond either the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn. We will
have a guided tour then a self-tour on your own of the museum. The Yin Yu
Tang, A Chinese House, is pay on your own of $5.00.

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Peabody Essex Museum

* Angelica’s Restaurant

Peabody
Essex
Museum

MEAL CHOICES:
¢ Famous Boston Scrod
 Stuffed Breast of Chicken

PEM

TIMETABLE

9:00 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:30 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 6:00 PM
Fare: $82 P/P 10:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22) 5:30 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change

r—__—___—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

and mail to: MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Enclose a large #10 (4°x9”) self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you!

Sorry, NO refunds. Tours run rain or shine. Advance ticket sales will be mailed ap-
proximately 7 days prior to departure. Timetable subject to change. Please include
ALL NAMES and MENU SELECTIONS for your party. Information relative to
handicapped accessibility will be provided upon request. Please review handicapped
information on Page 4. In case of a service disruption, alternate transportation will
be used. A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

Name: Phone#

Address

City/Town State Zip

Email

Emergency Contact: Phone:

Boarding Station: Trip (1)

I Trip (2)

I Sponsored by the Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., a non-profit educational corporation.
Check out our website at: www.mysticvalleyrs.org, or call us at 617-361-4445

Saturday - January 10, 2015 - $88 P/P

WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

[ cHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR

Sunday - December 14, 2014 - $96 P/P
1 Chicken Cutlet Parm w/Penne
4 Penne Pasta w/Meatball
& Sausage

FESTIVAL OF
TREES

Saturday - December 6, 2014 - $70 P/P
QA Chicken Piccata
4 Yankee Pot Roast

BOAR’S HEAD
FESTIVAL

D PEABODY ESSEX
MUSEUM AND

ANGELICA’S
Sunday - February 15, 2015 - $82 P/P
1 Famous Boston Scrod
1 Stuffed Breast of Chicken

Q1 Pasta Dishes - choose from Menu
1 Beverages, Salad & Breadsticks

GROUP SALES POLICY: Ten or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the
SAME PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

L__________________—_—_—_—_—_—
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Riding the Rails

By Robert A. LaMay

Railroad
Boutique

A selection of gifts and unique items with a RAILROAD FLAIR
All prices U.S. Funds. Include shipping & tax.

2014 N.E. Railroading Calendar 35th edition

RARE FIND Mystic Valley detachable RR POSTCARDS - 6 views .........

Small Train Books for children from DOVER Publications

Famous Train Stickers, Little Train Stickers & Trains Activity Book 3 for $6.00

Your choice from 2 sets of 3 different TITLES

Little Train Stickers, Train Stickers & Train Station Activity Book... 3 for $6.00

CATCH ALL THE TRAINS YOU EVER MISSED

Vintage New England Railroading Calendars ................... $4.00 each or 3 for $10

Check desired years____

82 86__ 8794 00__05__10___

12

13

Limited number of VINTAGE RAILROAD CALENDARS going back 30 years.

IF YOU WANT TO COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION, PLEASE CALL FIRST

______12 Full Color frameable calendar prints of N.E. Railroading (our choice) ..$3.00
__ Adult Engineers Hat (made in USA) ....ccccocevinininineneeieeccesceceieeee $9.00
___ Childs Engineers Hat(made in USA).......cccovererineneniieieeneeesieeeeeee $7.00
___ Dual flashing red LED with RED Locomotive - metal pin with clasp . ........ $3.50

Orders require payment by Money Order, Cashiers or Personal check

Ship to Name

Address

City/Town,

State Zip

Telephone#

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Quantities limited, Offer expires July 31, 2014
Check our Web Site - WWW.MYSTICVALLEYRS.ORG

Please allow 2-4 weeks delivery. Make checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society
Send orders to: M.V.R.S. - MAIL ORDER, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009

($20 service charge applies to checks returned by the bank)

Older Model A meets old diesel at |

Palmer, MA.

7 Train 170 approaches mere

Boardwalk construction at
Niantic, CT

Close up of Traln 93 at
Niantic, CT

Night Crew poses at Connecti-
cut Eastern Railroad Museum

Jeff Laverty gives signals
for a night move.

Mother Osprey watches
Commuter train speed by.

Find us on

Facebook

Callmg all Members!

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ACTIVITY??

VEW FRIENDS
}%SOF m‘?'&p
TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

\ REWARDING EXPERIENCES

WAYS TO HELP OTHER MEMBERS

or

y
I"'SHARE A CAREER SKILL??

ALL ABOARD with the Mystic Valley Volunteers — the

activities are as varied as their locations. Auto transportation is essential
for some events, but many are located on the MBTA routes and may gath-
er at special locations or at members’ homes. Is distance an impediment?
NO WAY, for we have dedicated members in many states and foreign
countries who complete their activity by letter or E-Mail. Remember:
volunteering allows you to share your talents and interests with those who
would benefit most.

TO J OIN THE FUN Please request a volunteer form

by submitting your request & membership number to: M.V.R.S. P. O.
Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009 or visit our Website www.mys-
ticvalleyrs.org.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? Your request is

presented at our regular meeting so that you will be contacted by the ap-
propriate chairperson. From there it is up to you how involved you wish
to be, for the level of activity and variety of trips offered by the Society
are solely determined by the level of participation supplied by our volun-
teer members. WELCOME ABOARD!

e

\Wacks We Have Crossed\

VAVAVAVRURTAVAY VAVAN AV ISR Y SANAVY
MY JOURNEY T0 ISRAEL & TURKEY

By Joseph McDonough

(Editor’s Note: Joe McDonough
is a member of the Board of Direc-
tor’s and is very well traveled. He
is sharing his story of his recent
trip.)

From June 22 to July 2, 2014,
my wife and I visited Israel and
Turkey. The main reason for the
Israel portion of the trip was to at-
tend a “Destination Bar Mitzvah”
for the grandson of a close friend. It
was held in the garden of the King
David Hotel in Jerusalem, which
was quite impressive. While there,
we visited the Old City of Jerusa-
lem, Bethlehem, portions of the
West Bank and the other religious
sites normally associated with Je-
rusalem. The current conflict be-
ing experienced between Israel and
Hamas had not yet begun, so we
had no difficulties whatsoever, in
that regard.

The Turkey portion of the trip
included the southern portion in
and around the Mediterranean sea-
coast town of Kas. While there
we reacquainted ourselves with
an American woman and her Irish

husband, with whom we worked
while living in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates from 2000-2002, who are
now retired and full time residents
of Turkey. With Turkey as a 95%
Muslim country, the holy month of
Ramadan had just begun, which in-
cludes daily fasting and then feast-
ing and other festivities after the
breaking of the fast in the evening.
Istanbul is a very fascinating city
with an expansive covered Bazaar,
vast picturesque Mosques, the op-
portunity for many boat trips and
impressive shopping. It is a di-
vided city with part in Europe and
par in Asia connected by two (2)
bridges and a, soon to be opened,
Metro system.

All in all, we had a wonderful
two (2) weeks away, but, as al-
ways, it was good to come home.

Old City wall Jerusalem
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The Walk Brldge in Norwalk,
CT was built for the New Haven RR
in 1896. The elderly bridge failed
to shut properly in two recent inci-
dents, causing delays to Amtrak and
Metro-North trains. Metro-North
personnel have been manually oper-
ating the bridge. In April, Connecti-
cut applied for $360 million in Fed-
eral Transit Administration funding
to replace the Walk Bridge and ex-
pects to receive an answer to that re-
quest by this fall. In the meantime
the state is making a number of im-
mediate emergency repairs. Mov-
able bridges are one of the biggest
headaches for the Northeast Corri-
dor. [TRAINS].

Amtrak issued a press release
on 10/20/14 announcing that an
Amtrak Cities Sprinter (ACS-64)
electric locomotive had operated
on a Philadelphia to Harrisburg
Keystone Service train for the first
time. Amtrak is acquiring 70 of the
state-of-the-art locomotives that
will operate on the electrified North-
east and Keystone Corridors. More
than a dozen ACS-64 units are now
in service with the remainder to be
delivered through the end of 2015.
The new locomotives replace older
locomotives that have seen between
25 and 35 years of service, and ac-
cumulated an average of more than
3.5 million miles each.

Ridership on Amtrak’s Key-
stone Service has grown to more
than one million riders annually,
up 60 percent since more than $145
million worth of infrastructure im-
provements were made under the
Keystone Corridor Improvement
Program in 2006. The upgrades
have enabled faster speeds and more
frequent trains on the former Penn-

By Bill McCaffrey

sylvania Railroad main line.

The new locomotives are de-
signed for improved reliability and
easier maintenance which leads to
increased availability for service.
A state-of-the-art microprocessor
system performs self-diagnosis of
technical issues, takes self-correc-
tive action and notifies the locomo-
tive engineer. In addition, there are
redundant systems to ensure power
is maintained to the passenger cars
to keep heating and cooling systems
working, the lights on and the doors
operational. The locomotives also
meet the latest federal rail safety
regulations, including crash energy
management components.

Among the benefits of the ACS-
64 is the ability to feed energy back
into the power system for use by oth-
er trains through a process known as
regenerative braking. When the en-
tire ACS-64 fleet is deployed, this
feature is estimated to save 3 billion
kilowatt hours of energy. The loco-
motives were built by Siemens in
the USA.

International ~Railway Jour-
nal did an interview with Richard
Davey, Massachusetts Secretary of
Transportation. Here are a few of
the highlights. On his wish list is
a plan to purchase and demolish the
South Postal Annex to allow South
Station to expand from 13 tracks to
20 tracks. Two new ideas under con-
sideration are introducing business
class to commuter trains and charg-
ing a premium for late night service.
Expanding the Green Line to Med-
ford with a branch to Union Square
is still being planned although it is
off schedule.

The MBTA opened a new rapid
transit station called “Assembly” in
Somerville. This new Orange Line
station opened on September 2,
2014.

The Miami Herald reports that
work has begun on a “fast train” be-
tween Miami and Orlando. It turns
out that the “fast train” will average
78 mph between the 2 cities with
some 125 mph running. The com-
pany sponsoring the new service is
called All Aboard Florida. The new
trains will operate on the right of
way of the freight only Florida East
Coast Railway which got rid of its
passenger trains before Amtrak was
founded. Investment in passenger
rail by a private company is some-
thing America has not seen in a long
time.

Tom Foley, Republican candi-
date for Governor of Connecticut,
said at a transportation forum that
the train ride from New Haven to
New York takes 20 minutes longer
now than in 1914. The Stamford
Advocate newspaper did some re-
search and determined that the state-
ment is true. This is not a case of
steam versus electric, 1914 was the
year when the line was electrified.

According to Metro-North,
spokeswoman Marjorie Anders,
dating back as recently as 1962,
“were only seven locations between
Woodlawn and New Haven with
speed restrictions, compared to 26
such locations today.”

But James Cameron, director of
the Commuter Action Group, said
the explanation is simple:

“While we have much faster
trains today than a century ago, our
tracks and signals are old and in
poor shape,” he said. “Plus, after the
Bridgeport derailment in May 2013,
the Federal Railroad Administration
slapped speed restrictions on the en-
tire line, especially on curves and
bridges.”

TIGER grants stands for Trans-
portation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery. Rhode Island
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is getting a TIGER grant for the fi-
nal pre-construction planning, de-
sign and analysis necessary to begin
making the Providence Amtrak Sta-
tion into a modern, intermodal fa-
cility. If all goes well, construction
will be finished in 2016.

Train Riders Northeast has be-
gun to lobby for Amtrak service
from Portland, Maine to Penn Sta-
tion in New York. The route would
be via Lowell and Worcester. In ad-
dition to Amtrak, this route would
have to be approved by the MBTA,
Pan Am Railways, and the Provi-
dence and Worcester RR. The last
regular passenger train on this route
was the B&M and New Haven State
of Maine Express, an overnight run.
It was discontinued in 1960.

Amtrak has issued a press re-
lease concerning New York area
tunnels which are absolutely critical
to keep the Northeast Corridor func-
tioning. Super storm Sandy created
a storm surge that resulted in sea
water inundating both tubes of the
Hudson River tunnel and two of the
four tubes of the East River tunnel.
The report found no evidence that
the tunnel linings themselves are un-
sound, but it did find that chlorides
and sulfates caused, and are con-
tinuing to cause, significant damage
to key tunnel components such as
the bench walls and track systems
as well as the signal, electrical and
mechanical systems.

Amtrak says the tunnels are safe
for passenger train operations. Am-
trak has a robust tunnel inspection
program, conducts regular mainte-
nance work and will be performing
interim work as needed. But Am-
trak is in favor of building a new
two track tunnel under the Hudson
River.

Lines frem Ireland -

July began with the launch of an
appeal by Leo Varadkar, T.D., Irish
Minister for Transport, for Dublin
automobile users to stop breaking
red lights near the LUAS lines and
hitting trams (streetcars). In 2013
there were 38 collisions between au-
tomobiles and trams, an increase of
24. 90% of these incidents occurred
on the Red Line and since the intro-
duction of LUAS to Dublin in 2003,
there have been 278 collisions be-
tween automobiles and commercial
vehicles with LUAS trams.

The National Transport Author-
ity indicated that the 692 meter long
Phoenix Park tunnel will soon be
opened as a commuter line linking
Dublin Hueston with Dublin Connol-
ly. The rail tunnel was built in 1877
and now represents an alternative for
commuters having to take a train to
Dublin Hueston and then transfer to
the LUAS to reach Dublin City Cen-
tre. At the moment the line is used by

special trains for football and hurl-
ing supporters attending matches
in Croke Park Stadium near Dublin
Connolly station, to move empty
rolling stock between these stations
and by regular freight trains. As very
little structural work has be carried
out, it is estimated that the work will
cost US€13M and will operational
by early 2016.

On July 9th, vandals may have
beenresponsible forderailinga DART
train on the Bray to Greystones line
around the side of Bray Head when
the last night train from Greystones
struck a boulder on the tracks. Two
sets of wheels came off the front
DART unit which remained upright.
Police investigation revealed that a
60mm diameter boulder has been
dislodged from the tracks above. No
one was injured in the incident, but
the lines were closed for 12 hours
while police and rail safety officials
carried out investigations. Very little

July to October 2014

damage was caused to the DART unit
or the rail lines.

On July 23rd, DART, the Dublin
suburban electrified train services,
celebrated the 30th anniversary of
its introduction. Originally running
from Howth, Co. Dublin on Dublin’s
northside to Bray, Co. Wicklow, 20
miles to the south, the line was later
extended to Malahide, Co. Dublin,
on the northside, and Greystones, Co.
Wicklow, 5 miles south of Bray.

Also in July, Dublin Bus which
operates the bus service in Dublin
City and suburbs up to 40 miles from
the City Centre, announced that free
WiFi was available on all its buses.
Beginning in 2012 on ten routes, ev-
ery bus in its fleet is Wi-Fi enabled.
Bus Eireann which operates national
long distance buses also has its fleet
WiFi enabled.

On August 24th and 25th, there
were no Irish Rail train services due
to industrial action staff in protest

By James Scannell
about planned cut-backs demanded
by the company in order to reduce its
deposit. Other strike days scheduled
for September were later cancelled
following intense industrial relations
talks.

On August 26th a school girl
who became trapped under a LUAS
tram at Jervis Street Dublin after
she slipped and fell into the gap be-
tween the sidewalk and the tram, was
rescued by commuters who simply
pushed the tram off her to release her.
The girl was subsequently taken to
a Dublin hospital for a check-up by
first-responders called to the incident.

Consideration is also being given
to restoring the shelved Metro North
rail project, as 20 different projects
to Dublin’s northside are being re-
viewed.

Finally Irish Rail and Dublin Bus
have banned the use of E-cigarettes
on their respective services.



The WAYBILL ¢ December 2014 - February 2015

Find us on

Facebook S ]
YL, www.facebook.com/MysticValleyRailwaySociety

WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

SHELBURNE FALLS &
MAPLE SYRUP

Saturday —-March 28, 2015

It is Springtime and that time of year to see the sap running and the maple syrup
flow. Join us today to the town of Shelburne Falls. Before we reach Shelburne
we will have a delicious buffet lunch at Ocean Fish & Steakhouse in Greenfield,
MA. We will proceed to Gould’s Sugarhouse. They have maple syrup flavored
ice cream cones as well as fresh maple syrup. In Shelburne Falls there are glacial
rocks, bridge of flowers and many shops to stroll through. Bring your camera. It is
a great picture-taking area.

FEATURES

Ocean Fish & Steakhouse Buffet, Greenfield, MA
Gould’s Sugarhouse

Shelburne Falls, MA

TIMETABLE
8:30 a.m.  Wellington T (Rte 16 Medford) 6:30 p.m.
9:00 am. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 6:00 p.m.
9:30 am. Riverside T (Exit 22 on Rte 95) 5:30 p.m.

All times are approximate and subject to change

IASTER AT
WRIGHT’S MILL FARM

Sunday - April 5, 2015

HAPPY EASTER!! Please join us as we travel in a motor coach to Wright’s
Mill Farm, in Canterbury, CT for a bountiful buffet brunch from Danish to a
full Dessert Station including coffee, tea, and assorted juices. You will enjoy
dinner music with Adele & Company while enjoying your lunch. Upon leav-
ing for home, you will go to Hart’s Greenhouse and Florist in Brooklyn CT,
to view an array of all things beautiful. It is a family-run garden center for
more than 25 years.

FEATURES MEAL CHOICES:
* Round trip comfortable motor coach * Buffet
* Wright’s Mill Farm
* Hart’s Greenhouse
TIMETABLE
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22) 6:30 PM
il 9:30 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:00 PM
" 10:00 AM Braintree T(Exit 17, RTE 3) 5:30 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change

PSS
ngigro T

Fare $70 P/P

STURBRIDGE VILLAGE AND
PUBLICK HOUSE
Saturday - April 11, 2015

Please join us as we travel back in time to the 1830’s. Old Sturbridge is the
largest outdoor history museum in the Northeast. It depicts a rural New Eng-
land town. You are invited into more than 40 original buildings, including
homes, meetinghouses, a district school, country store, bank, working farm,
three water-powered mills and trade shops — all situated on more than 200
scenic acres. You can meet heritage breed farm animals and interact with
authentically costumed staff. Built in 1771, the Publick House Historic Inn
offers a feast of our generous meals and enjoys the comfort of Yankee hospi-
tality. You’ll be warmed by the same magnificent open hearths that warmed
our early American Ancestors’.

FEATURES

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Sturbridge Village

* Publick House Restaurant

MEAL CHOICES
¢ Herb Roast Stuffed Chicken
¢ Broiled Boston Scrod

TIMETABLE
8:30am  Wellington T (RTE 16 ) 7:00 pm
9:00 am  Braintree T (Ext 17, RTE 3) 6:30 pm
9:30 am  Riverside T (Exit 22) 6:00 pm

All times are approximate and subject to change

Fare $76 P/P

BLITHEWOLD MANSION
& ARBORETUM
Newport, RI

Saturday - April 25, 2015

You will experience breathtaking views of Narragansett Bay and see the
mansion of the Wickle/McKee family, who were the original owners; dec-
orated with original furnishings. The tour continues through the grounds
where magnificent trees, daffodils and a variety of rare plants can be viewed.
You will enjoy a lovely lunch at Pub 99 in Newport and shop the downtown
area with art galleries, stores, and view ships in the harbor.

FEATURES

* Blithewold Mansion

* Pub 99 Newport, RI

* Shopping in downtown Newport, RI

MEAL CHOICES

* Broiled Sirloin Tips
e Grilled Chicken

¢ Chicken Parm

TIMETABLE
8:00 a.m. Wellington T (Rte 16 Medford) 6:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Riverside T (Rte 22 on Rte 95)  6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 5:30 p.m.

All times are approximate and subject to change

Fare $75 P/P

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc.

and mail to: MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Enclose a large #10 (4°x9”) self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you!

Sorry, NO refunds. Tours run rain or shine. Advance ticket sales will be mailed ap-
proximately 7 days prior to departure. Timetable subject to change. Please include
ALL NAMES and MENU SELECTIONS for your party. Information relative to
handicapped accessibility will be provided upon request. Please review handicapped
information on Page 4. In case of a service disruption, alternate transportation will
be used. A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

Saturday -March 28, 2015 - $70 P/P

WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

'ASTER AT
WRIGHT’S MILL FARM

Sunday - April 5, 2015 - $70 P/P

[ sHELBURNE FALLS &
MAPLE SYRUP

1 Ocean Fish & Steakhouse Buffet 4 Buffet
Name: Phonet
Address
| | [] sTurBRIDGE viLLAGE [ ] BLITHEWOLD MANSION
City/Town Suate Zp AND PUBLICK HOUSE & ARBORETUM
Email Newport, RI
Emergency Contact: Phone: Saturday - April 11, 2015 - $76 P/P Saturday - April 25, 2015 - $75 P/P

4 Herb Roast Stuffed Chicken
4 Broiled Boston Scrod

Q Broiled Sirloin Tips
Q Grilled Chicken
Q Chicken Parm

Boarding Station: Trip (1)

I Trip (2) I
I Sponsored by the Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., a non-profit educational corporation. I
Check out our website at: www.mysticvalleyrs.org, or call us at 617-361-4445

GROUP SALES POLICY: Ten or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the
SAME PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

L_________—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_J



