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Find us on
Facebook

From the President - Theresa E. Rylko

As we head into the Holiday
Season, I want to say thank you
to all for helping to keep the
MVRS on track by spreading
the word. Please consider help-
ing out on the various commit-
tees. Trip Team needs your help
to keep the trips ideas coming.
The Waybill needs to have your
input. Any interesting stories or
pictures of yourself on the trips

From the Vice

Mystic Valley Railway Soci-
ety is back on track. Trips have
been well received, and our tour
guides are well trained and are
looking forward to another year.
New trips including a three day
trip to Vermont and some old
favorites are planned.

From the Membership Chairperson -

Ellie Manning

Please check the code after
your name on front label.

LIFE - means that you are a
member for your natural life.

M15 - means that you are a
member for the year April 1,
2015 — March 31, 2016.

MAIL - means that you have
not renewed for the current year.

The Membership Year runs
from April 1st to March 31st.
Anyone who joins after January
Ist automatically gets put into the

you wish to share, please send
in care of Member-O-Gram.
Remember on February 6, 2016
is our Nominating Meeting at Mt
Vernon Restaurant in Somerville.
This is your chance to nominate
your favorite member to run for
director or officer for the upcom-
ing 2016-2017 year.

If you want to receive a small
stack of Waybills to pass out in

your favorite spots please let me
know and I will mail them out
to you. As you travel along you
might see an area, which others
might enjoy. Feel free to send
some literature to the Trip Team
to review for future visits.

President - Jeff Costello

We have a secretary and new
treasurer who are also eager to
participate in our trips.
you would like to be part of the
trips and fun, please consider
volunteering. Again thank you
to all our volunteers for their
hard work, and thank you to our

new membership year. Calendar
supply is limited, so for those
joining or renewing in the month
of December, it will depend on
the supply of the calendars as to
whether or not you will receive
the current edition of the calen-
dar. The calendars are mailed
out with the fall waybill by the
volunteers of the Society and
take approximately 4-6 weeks to
go through the postal system. If
you move, please give us your
address change. Otherwise you
will have to purchase the calen-

members who enjoy our trips and
offer suggestions for other trips.
So if Keep up the good work!

dar from our boutique form. The
United States Post Office does
not forward bulk rate mail.

The membership fee is Regu-
lar Membership, $10.00, Fami-
ly Membership $4.00 and Life
Membership  $125.00. We
look forward to your continued
support. Thank you.

Discover -

Here s what’s included:

+ Our quarterly paper, The Waybill, filled with
pictures and schedules of RR events.

» Exclusive members-only tours to unique ac-

tivities and locations.

» Color Railroad calendar with 12 frameable

prints (while supplies last).

* Annual Calendar Color Slide Contest for

members.

+ Railroad Socials.
» Membership card, The Mystic Valley Pass.

Railroad films and guest speakers available
upon request.

The Mystic Valley year runs from April 1 - March 31

Membership Fees & Classes
1. Regular Membership (one person)
2. Family Membership
Price of regular membership for one member
plus $4.00 per additional person living in the
same house with regular member. All are full
members with only one copy of every mailing
mailed to the family address.
3. Life Membership
(one person, U.S.A. only) $125.00
4.For membership outside the U.S.A., please
double the above fares (remit in U.S. currency
only).

$10.00

Calendars will be mailed during holiday season
NeW England to all current members as stated above and not
| necessarily presented at time of joining (while
By Tl‘aln. supplies last).
PLEASE INCLUDE A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE
Mail to:
MYSTIC VALLEY RAILWAY SOCIETY, INC.
I c/o Membership Committee I
P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009 .
[ Check here if this is an address change Got a Question:
I g call us at 617-361-4445 (24 hours) or online at: I
www.mysticvalleyrs.org
Name: NEW RENEWAL
I ame: Regular Membership $ I
) at $10.00 per person
Address: at $4.00 per additional person $ I
. ) " - to the price of the regular
City/Town: State: Zip: Membership o
I Please include telephone number (with area code) ;lt;]g/ge;?egs?slgn (US.A. only) I
EMail: Tax deductible donations to a 501(c)(3)$
I ak organization are gratefully accepted. I
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

I Family members (no separate mailings). Please list full names:

If you join more than once in the membership year, it will be considered a
donation. Please send a SASE, a #10 business size envelope. Cards will be
mailed to you in 5-6 weeks. There will be a $20 service charge for returned
checks.

L_____________________J

WINTER SCHEDULE

Ambherst Railway Train Show

January 30 & 31,2016
Big E Fairgrounds

1305 Memorial Drive,
West Springfield, MA
$14.00 per each adult

15 years and younger are free

with an adult

Board of

Directors

April 1, 2015 -
March 31, 2016

President
Theresa E. Rylko (Tracey)

Vice President
Jeffrey Costello (Jeff)

Treasurer
Sylvia B. Spinney (Resigned) *

Recording Secretary
Nancy Roney

Directors:
Eleanor Manning
William Manning

Joseph McDonough
Marcia Pennington
Jay Verner
Mary Verner

Positions They Fill
Roma Hertel — Button Maker

Dr. Dirk Hertel —
Photography/Calendar

Billy Manning —
Mailing Chairperson

Ellie Manning —
Membership Chairperson

Sally Avjian & Ellie Manning-
Trip Team (Planning Trips)

Sally Avjian — Waybill Editor

Dan Ouellette —
Web Master/Computer

Joe McDonough & Jeff Costello — Trade
Show Coordinators

Jeff Costello —
Communications Radios/
Defibrillators

Marcia Pennington & Jeff Costello —
Boutique

Mary & Jay Verner —
Waybill Mailing Coordinators

Albert W. Avjian,
Treasurer, Emeritus

Sally M. Avjian,
Recording Secretary, Emeritus

You will see many of these volunteers as
tour leaders on your trips.

It takes a team effort to have a successful
volunteer organization. Please share your
talents as a volunteer with MVRS and be
rewarded by seeing your work in action.
Call 617-361-4445 and a volunteer form
will be sent to you.



Find us on
Facebook
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STOWE, VERMONT
2 NIGHTS, 3 DAYS

TUESDAY 6/21 - THURSDAY 6/23

This tour is bringing us to the Green Mountain State in the areas of Stowe, Waterbury,
and Shelburne, with a stay at the lovely Commodores Inn in Stowe. We will visit the
Vermont State House and have lunch in their café (you could be seated beside the
Governor). We will visit the Green Mountain Coffee Museum that is in a renovated
Amtrak Depot with a visit to Emily’s Haunted Bridge. This includes all admissions,
2 full breakfasts, 1 luncheon, and two full course dinners.

Reserve Early:
You may reserve your space by sending in a $100.00 per person Non-Refundable
deposit to be received by April 14, 2016. Final payment is due by May 15, 2016.

$475.00 per person (Double Occupancy)
$575.00 per person (Single Occupancy)
$450.00 per person (Triple Occupancy)

Features:

* Ben & Jerry’s Tour

e Teddy Bear Factory Tour

e Ethan Allan luncheon cruise

* Church Street Marketplace

¢ Vermont Annex, Cabot Cheese Outlet,
* Champlain Chocolates

* Cold Hollow Cider Mill

* Quechee Village

e m a a o a a a o a a a a a a a a a a |
D STOWE, VERMONT - 2 NIGHTS, 3 DAYS

TUESDAY 6/21 - THURSDAY 6/23

$475.00 per person (Double Occupancy)

$575.00 per person (Single Occupancy)

$450.00 per person (Triple Occupancy)

Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when requesting

passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when completing this form. Tours
run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

1
1
1
1
|
|
I Name(s): Phone#
1
1
1
1
1

Address Boarding Station
City/Town State
Email

Zip

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to: MVRS, P.O.

BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you. Information for handicapped accessibility will

be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be mailed about 5 days prior to departure.
I Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.

SEpecial Events

Manning & Sally Avjian Co-Chairs

NOMINATING/
CALENDAR PHOTO .
JUDGING :

W=
CONTEST
Saturday — February 6, 2016

MOUNT VERNON RESTAURANT
14 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145 Tel: 617-666-4805

o /AN o
o! Jo,
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|

£

10:00 a.am.  Nominating Meeting (members only)
12:00 noon  Buffet Lunch $25.00 per person
1:00 p.m. Calendar Photo Judging for 2017

MVRS Calendar with Dr. Dirk Hertel

Travel Directions will be included on your Itinerary.
May be reached by Sullivan Sq. stop on the Orange Line via Subway.
Coupon below:

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

;| 4 MVRS Buffet Luncheon - $25.00 per person 1
Saturday, February 6, 2016

I Please make all checks payable to Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. I
O\ Mail to MVRS, P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
) Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you! Sorry — NO REFUNDS

I Your Name I

I Address I

I City/Town State Zip I
Please include your telephone Number (with area code)

L e o o o o o o o e omm omm e omm s ool
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MEMBERS - MEMBERS - MEMBERS
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MVRS - ELECTION OF OFFICERS - 2016-2017
SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2016

Come and join us at The Mt. Vernon Restaurant, 14 Broadway,
Somerville, MA 02145 — Tel: 617-666-3830 to support your choice
for the Board of Directors for MVRS. It is important for Members
to take part in voting for MVRS future to grow. Voting will take
place from 10:00 a.m. to Noon on March 5, 2016 and is for Mem-
bers Only — please show your membership card.

VOTE - VOTE - VOTE

Coffee and muffins will be available with MVRS Waybill.

ABSENTEE BALLOT:

If you are unable to attend please request an Absentee Ballot by send-
ing your name, address, telephone number and membership number,
c/o Nancy Roney, Recording Secretary, MVRS,

P. O.Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009, no later than Febru-
ary 15, 2016.

Directions: Located on Orange Line Sullivan Sq. stop. Driving
From the South take I-93N to exit 28 toward MA 99 Sullivan Sq.
Somerville, turn Left at Cambridge St/MA38N, take Right at Myrtle
St, take Ist Left onto Pearl St, take 1st Right on Franklin St, turn
Right on Broadway. From the North take I-93S to Exit 28 Sullivan
Sq/Charlestown, go straight, take exit toward Mystic Ave/Broadway,
turn Right at A Alfred Lombardie St., take 1st Left onto Broadway.
Parking in rear of restaurant and on both sides of the street.

Steam - Diesel - Electric - Modern — Vintage

2017 New England Railroading

Calendar Contest
38th Edition - Cash Prizes!

CONTEST RULES:

Each participant must be a member in good standing.

All photos must be taken within the six states of New England.

No more than 10 photos may be submitted.

Photos printed in past MVRS calendars must not be resubmitted.

All photos MUST be in landscape (horizontal) orientation.

If a person’s face is recognizable in the photo, written consent of that person must
be included.

Photos can be submitted as 35mm slides or as digital photos.

Copies of 35mm slides, prints on paper, and digital reproductions of 35mm slides or
prints will not be accepted.

9. Digital cameras shall have at least 6 megapixels (3000 x 2000), and should be set to
the highest resolution and lowest compression (highest quality).

Digital photos should be submitted unaltered (as downloaded from your camera) in
JPEG, TIFF, or RAW formats (if supported by your camera) on a recordable compact
disc (CD-R, DVD-R) or USB flash drive.

Entries must be accompanied by a signed MVRS entry form, see page 6 of this
Waybill (copy accepted) or downloaded from

http://www.mysticvalleyrs.org

Descriptions (captions) must be supplied for each photo, and, if possible, submitted
electronically (Word, PDF, or any other text file format).

Digital photo file names must be numbered (1-10) so that photos and captions can
be matched.

Entries must be postmarked no later than midnight December 15, 2015.

A prize of $150 will be awarded for the front and back cover; $100 for any of the
months (January -December).

The final selection of photos for the Calendar is at the sole discretion of the Board
of Directors. The decisions of the Board shall be final and non-appealable.

The Board will be under no obligation to provide any reasons for its decisions.
Winning entries become the property of the MVRS, Inc.

Non-winning entries will only be returned if a self-addressed stamped envelope or
package with correct postage has been supplied.

The MVRS is not responsible for any loss or damage to items sent through the mail.

ok~

e

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
ENTRY FORM IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:

www.mysticvalleyrs.org click on CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST
Save the completed form on your computer and submit electronically with your photos.
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TRIP
IDEAS!

Have you visited somewhere around New England
that you think the Mystic Valley Railway Society’s
members and friends would enjoy as much as you did?

idea

PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Our Trip Team is always looking for new ideas,
places to eat, things to see and do,
train rides, museums, boat rides, etc.

With your help
we can offer trips at a reasonable cost,
that otherwise might have been overlooked.

Please contact us by e-mail at
contactus@mysticvalleyrs.org
or via regular mail at
MVRS, P. O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009.

Please provide your phone number or e-mail address, so that we may
contact you, should we need more information.

THE MVRS TRIP TEAM IS HERE FOR YOU!
BE THERE FOR THEM!

— Handicapped Information

The Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc., endeavors to provide its passen-
gers with information regarding the accessibility of and facilities available
for the benefit of our handicapped ridership. In doing so, we make in-
quiries of the facilities visited and equipment used on each of our trips.
Accordingly, since we merely convey this information, we cannot be held
responsible for its accuracy.

If you are not self-sufficient and have special needs, you must travel with
a companion who can provide assistance to you. By making a reservation
for a trip, you are certifying that you do not have any mental, physical or
other medical/disability condition that could compromise your safety or
that of other trip participants. If you are uncertain about the demands or
difficulties of a particular trip or event, please call us for details.

RESERVATIONS

When making your MVRS reservations please have each
individual trip sent at one time in a SASE. This way, if a trip did
have to cancel, your check could be returned immediately. You
will now find a separate coupon for each trip. If you want to come
as a group, please list your group together in one reservation
and sent to one address. Please send a separate check and SASE
for each trip.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Booking
Conditios

“We expect people to act respectful in a cordial manner.
We also expect our passengers to follow instruction from
supervised personnel on all transportation vehicles, i.e.,
trains, buses, boats, etc. It is important instructions be
followed to maintain safety of all participants.

If any passenger is disruptive or refuses to follow direc-
tion they are subject to be prohibited from taking part
in future trips. To be clear we consider non-compliance
with safety directive to be a serious matter as well as use
of foul language and disruptive conduct. Any of these
behaviors will be grounds for prohibition of participation
in future trips and events.”

Find us on * !
Facebook A -

N e AT .

L www.facebook.com/Mystic ValleyRailwaySociety

HEAR YE!
HEAR YE!

The Call Goes Out
To All Groups! 10 For 10

Group Sales Policy: 10 or more tickets purchased in ADVANCE by the SAME
PERSON will be entitled to a 10% DISCOUNT subject to availability.

"

B,

BLOCK SPACE may be arranged on any non-restricted event with Ticket Coor-
dinator or Tour Director (when assigned) at least 50 days prior to departure. For
further information, please contact the Mystic Valley Railway Society, 617-361-

4445 or e-mail at contactus@mysticvalleyrs.org.

Steven Richards checking
out the Trolley Station

Jin-Lan Hsia waiting for
a trolley to come by.

MEMBER-O-GRAM

Etta Emmerman enjoyed the
Connecticut trolley car ride

James Andrews is a long time
regular passenger as well as an
avid photographer

ronees o, EAST |
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Larry Scott enjoys the trolley station

Announcement of the
W. Russell Rylko
2016 Memorial Grant

May 18, 1948 -

The Board of Directors of
Mystic Valley Railway Society
(MVRS) is pleased to announce
the 2016 Memorial Grant to
recognize the accomplishments
of W. Russell Rylko, the Soci-
ety’s founding president and his
direct impact on its success over
aforty three (43) year period until
his passing in 2013. The Grant
will be awarded to a nonprofit,
tax exempt organization within
New England that preserves and/
or restores historically signifi-
cant railroad and traction equip-
ment, structures or provides
information for the enjoyment
and education of the general

May 9, 2013

public. As we know, Russ had
no greater passion than his love
of railroading and it is altogether
fitting and proper that his lega-
cy be remembered. The initial
award in 2015 was the subject
of a detailed application and
screening process culminating
in the presentation of the award
at the Amherst Model Railroad
Show. The same process will be
utilized for the awarding of the
2016 Grant at the MVRS Annual
Meeting in May 2016. Addition-
al information will be available
at www.mysticvalleyrs.org and
in forthcoming Waybill News-
letters
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WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

COLONIAL CHRISTMAS & FESTIVAL OF TREES
Saturday - December 5, 2015

A visit to two church fairs in Dedham with great shopping and items to
choose from of food, jewelry, white elephant tables, and used books. Come
for the great bargains and handcrafted gifts. A delicious lunch will await
us at The Colonial Inn in Concord, MA with the ambience of another era
past during the Christmas season. Then it gets topped off with a visit to The
Festival of Trees in Methuen, MA. Hundreds of trees to view and you could
win one if you buy one of their raffle tickets.

FEATURES: MEAL CHOICES:
* Round trip comfortable motor coach * Chicken Piccata

¢ Two church fairs, Dedham, MA ¢ Yankee Pot Roast

* The Colonial Inn, Concord, MA

e Festival of Trees, Methuen, MA e
TIMETABLE @
8:30 a.m. Wellington T (Medford - Rte 16) 5:30 p.m. e
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 —Rte 128/95) 4:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Braintree T (Exit 17- Rte 3) 5:00 p.m.
All times are approximate and subject to change Price $86 P/P

Return Trip will be Riverside first stop — Braintree second —
Wellington last stop
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when

requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

COLONIAL CHRISTMAS & FESTIVAL OF TREES
Saturday - December 5, 2015 Price $86 P/P
MEAL CHOICES:
(1 Chicken Piccata
(d Yankee Pot Roast
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION

Name(s): Phone#
Address Boarding Station
City/Town State Zip
Email

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

Sunday - December 13, 2015

Please join us as we travel by motor coach to see a wonderful Christmas
Time play at the Reagle Theater in Waltham featuring several dozen yuletide
tunes, more than 150 talented performers backed by a full orchestra, a visit
to Santa’s Workshop, a Victorian Christmas, The Living Nativity, The Teddy
Bears’ Nutcracker and the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers! After the play, we
will go to the Chateau Restaurant for a delicious meal that you selected in
advance

FEATURES:
* Round trip comfortable motor coach
e Chateau Restaurant

MEAL CHOICES:
e Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana w/Penne
* Penne Pasta w/Meatball & Sausage

* Reagle Music Theater
TIMETABLE
10:00 AM Wellington T (Rte. 16) 6:00 PM
10:30 AM Braintree T (Ext 17, Rte. 3) 5:30 PM
11:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22) 5:00 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $94 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

Sunday - December 13,2015 Price $94 P/P
MEAL CHOICES:
(1 Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana w/Penne
(J Penne Pasta w/Meatball & Sausage
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION

Name(s): Phone#

Address Boarding Station

City/Town State Zip

Email

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL

Sunday - January 10, 2016

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Join us as we are entertained by the famous BOAR’S
HEAD FESTIVAL. This spectacular event originated in England in 1314.
Be prepared to be amazed by a unique musical procession, complimented by
a large cast of costumed thespians and live animals, all in a church setting.
After the performance, enjoy punch, cookies and view the animals in the back
of the church. We will enjoy a delicious lunch at the OLIVE GARDEN in
Springfield, MA

FEATURES:

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
¢ Lunch at The Olive Garden

* Boar’s Head Festival

MEAL:
¢ Pasta Dishes choose from menu
* Beverages, salad and bread sticks

TIMETABLE @
8:30 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 9:30 PM TR
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 9:00 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 8:30 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $90 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL
W Sunday - January 10,2016 Price $90 P/P
K AREoro »r"&
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION

Name(s): Phone#
Address Boarding Station
City/Town State Zip
Email

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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NEWPORT PLAYHOUSE COMEDY

SHOW & CABARET
Sunday - February 21, 2016

Please join us as we travel to Newport, Rhode Island for a wonderful day of a deli-
cious all-you can-eat buffet and a comedy show that will have you laughing all
afternoon. The play is “The Foursome. It is about 4 golfers that get tighter and
mention different things that happened over time. After the play, we will retire to
the restaurant again, to enjoy a Cabaret show performed by the same actors from
the play. At this time you may purchase a favorite beverage of your choice. Tea &
Coffee are complimentary.

FEATURES: MEAL:

* Round trip comfortable motor coach * Buffet

* Comedy Play

* Cabaret Show

TIMETABLE ‘

8:30 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 6:30 PM T
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 6:00 PM
9:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 5:30 PM

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $95 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

NEWPORT PLAYHOUSE COMEDY

SHOW & CABARET
Sunday - February 21, 2016  Price $95P/P
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION
Name(s): Phone#
Address Boarding Station
City/Town State Zip
Email

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
N NN NN I B BN B BN BN BB BEE BN BEE BEE BEE B BN BN B B .




Railroad
Boutique

All prices U. S. Funds, includes shipping and taxes
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2016 N. E. Railroading Calendars - 37th edition $8.00 each

This column will no longer list Boutique items. If you are interested in any of the items
that were listed previously please look at the MVRS web site. www.mysticvalley.org

Find us on
Facebook

Calling all Members!

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ACTIVITY??

| INEW FRIENDS

N\ REWARDING EXPERIENCES
WAYS TO HELP OTHER MEMBERS

Welcome Treasurer

At the Mystic Valley Railway Society,
Inc. meeting of October 17th, the board
elected Judy Berson-Hoyt to the position
of Treasurer. Judy will begin her term
after the training period by the previous
Treasurer, Sylvia Spinney. Judy will also
be in training for tour leading.

| On the Norwich, VT trip, tour leader Mary Verner
| took a fall. She was transported to a Vermont hospital
with a fractured shoulder and broken femur. Mary
wanted everyone to know that she is healing well and
will be back with MVRS trips in the Spring of 2016.
Mary & Jay Verner daughter’s wedding went on as
scheduled on August 29th and everyone enjoyed the
special day.

Mary thanks everyone for their many cards, concerns
and support.

Riding the Rails

By Robert A. LaMay

Buffalo & Pittsburgh power leads
train at Willimantic, CT.

Alaska RR in snowstorm at

Fairbanks AK

LN NN

Amtrak Train 170 comes up grade
at Stratford, CT.

Spark Show at Connecticut
Eastern Railroad Museum

CDOT MU trains at grade at
Stratford, CT.
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,[:)SHARE A CAREER SKILL??

ALL ABOARD with the Mystic Valley Volunteers — the

activities are as varied as their locations. Auto transportation is essential
for some events, but many are located on the MBTA routes and may gath-
er at special locations or at members’ homes. Is distance an impediment?
NO WAY, for we have dedicated members in many states and foreign
countries who complete their activity by letter or E-Mail. Remember:
volunteering allows you to share your talents and interests with those who
would benefit most.

TO J OIN THE FUN Please request a volunteer form

by submitting your request & membership number to: M.V.R.S. P. O.
Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009 or visit our Website www.mys-
ticvalleyrs.org.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? Your request is

presented at our regular meeting so that you will be contacted by the ap-
propriate chairperson. From there it is up to you how involved you wish
to be, for the level of activity and variety of trips offered by the Society are
solely determined by the level of participation supplied by our volunteer
members. WELCOME ABOARD!

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

MYSTIC VALLEY RAILWAY SOCIETY, INC,
2017 CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST

Name:

Address:

City/Town: State: Zip:

Phone Membership #

Description(s) must be supplied for each entry.
NO MORE THAN 10 entries may be submitted per person.
1
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Electronic form available at www.mysticvalleyrs.org (see CONTEST RULES on page 3)

Mail entry to:
MVRS Calendar Contest, P.O. Box 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MIDNIGHT, Dec. 15, 2015. See rules.
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CNN reports that China’s blggest
rail manufacturing company is
setting its sights on the United States,
breaking ground on 9/3/15 for a $60
million plant in Springfield, Mass., that
will assemble new cars for Boston’s
subway system.

The company, the China Railway
Rolling Stock Corporation, or CRRC,
is the first Chinese rail car manufacturer
to win a major transit contract in the
United States. The Springfield plant,
which will hire 150 people, is part
of a $566 million contract that the
state-owned Chinese company won
last year to provide 284 cars for the
Boston transit system’s Orange and
Red Lines. The company sees the plant
as a potential beachhead to win more
contracts in the United States, and the
deal represents China’s biggest push
in the American railroad market. It
is part of the Chinese government’s
policy to encourage its technology
and infrastructure companies to export
their skills and seek foreign markets.

The bid, which beat out established
competitors like Bombardier of
Canada, received the backing of the
local authorities because it includes
a provision to assemble the rail
cars in Massachusetts on a 40-acre
industrial lot in a former Westinghouse
manufacturing center. The new plant
will begin its operations in 2016, and
the first cars are to be delivered in
2018. They will replace Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority’s Orange
Line cars that have been in service for
32 years and Red Line cars that have
been operating for 44 years.

On  October 5th, Amtrak’s
southbound Vermonter derailed south
of Northfield, VT. The engine and one
coach wound up in a creek. The train
was carrying 98 passengers and four
crew in five cars. Nobody was killed
and only one person remained in the
hospital overnight. The locomotive

By Bill McCaffrey

(Amtrak Engine number 102) hit a
rock slide. Track speed in the area is 59
mph [WCAX.COM and RailPictures.
net] The Providence Journal reports
that $6.9-million upgrade of the Amtrak
station is expected to be finished next
spring, opening the door to a city that
will find public transportation easier to
take. For now, though, construction
has restricted parking on Gaspee
Street, between the State House and
the Amtrak station, relocated the taxi
stand, rerouted pedestrians, shut down
one level of the parking garage under
the train station, temporarily closed
Railroad Street and will close Park
Row West in October. Because of
the impediments, rail passengers are
advised to allow an extra 45 minutes,
arrange to be dropped off or picked
up at the Gaspee Street entrance and
seek alternative parking in the GTECH
building or Providence Place mall on
Francis Street or in surface lots around
the city.

The work is designed to make it
easier for people on foot or bicycles
and in private vehicles, buses or taxis
to use the train station, which is the
15th busiest of 500 Amtrak stations
in the country, and third busiest in
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority network.

“These improvements will help
make transit a more appealing choice
to commuters in Providence,” said
Charles St. Martin, a spokesman for
the R.I. Department of Transportation.
Rhode Island is the second most
densely populated state, yet its transit
use is well below the national average,
he said Friday. Most of the work
focuses on the south entrance, which
faces the downtown, although the
entrance on Gaspee Street will get
pedestrian enhancements. The roof
of the underground parking garage is
getting a waterproof layer installed, St.
Martin said. One objective of the work
is to create an inviting outdoor civic
space. Curved benches will surround

the circular center of a landscaped
plaza between Railroad Street and Park
Row West, echoing the circular waiting
area inside under the station’s dome.
The historic Tunkhannock Viaduct
in Nicholson, PA is now Norfolk
Southern property. NS bought the
southern end of the former Delaware
and Hudson from Canadian Pacific.
There will now be direct freight trains
from East Deerfield, MA (ex-B&M,
now PAS) to Enola, PA. NS now
owns the Sunbury-Schenectady main
line and all related branches and spurs.
NS now has single line service from
Chicago and the Southeastern US to
intermodal facilities at Albany, NY
and Mechanicville, NY. This should
also improve service to the Pan Am
Southern intermodal facility at Ayer,

MA [RAILPICTURES.NET and
Railway Age]
Railpace reports that Maine

Eastern has lost its contract to operate
over state owned track between
Brunswick and Rockland, Maine. This
means that October, 2015 is the last
month for seasonal passenger service
to Rockland. In January, 2016, Central
Maine & Quebec will begin to operate
freight service on this line. Both
of these there will be no passenger
operator.

Also from Railpace: Mass Coastal
has taken over the dispatching and
maintenance of the former New
Haven line from Framingham, MA
to Mansfield, MA as well as the
Middleboro Secondary, both of these
are now state owned lines.

You can buy a model of the Amtrak
P42 locomotive directly from Amtrak.
It is available in either HO or N scale.
The model features the special paint
scheme to honor America’s veterans.
Go to Store.Amtrak.com

New England Cable News aired
a short segment about Amtrak’s
Route 128 Station. They talked with
passengers who complained about the
long time that elevators and escalators
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have been out of service. The story
also pointed out the difficulty that
elderly and handicapped passengers
had trying to climb stairs with luggage.

The recently opened MBTA
Commuter Rail station and parking
garage in Salem, MA has been having
water problems. The waiting room
floods after major rain storms. [Boston
Globe].

A CNBC breaking news item on
October 6th reported a letter sent
by Amtrak to the Senate Commerce
Committee ~ warning  that  they
will suspend train service starting
January 1Ist unless Congress extends
the deadline for rail companies to
install Positive Train Control (PTC)
technology. The industry is currently
required to have PTC installed by
December 31, 2015. “A vast majority
of our network would be inoperable
without an extension,” Amtrak
President Joseph Boardman wrote in a
letter to Congress, that Amtrak is the
latest railroad to warn about the need
for Congress to extend the deadline,
joining the freight railroad industry and
most commuter railroads in calling for
an extension. Amtrak hopes to be ready
by December 31, 2015 on lines that it
owns but most of its network operates
over freight railroads. [NARP]

Amtrak operated fall foliage trains
on Saturday October 24th and Sunday
October 25th . On each day, the train
originated in Albany, NY and went via
the Hoosac Tunnel to East Deerfield,
Massachusetts where Pan Am Southern
has a major freight yard. Amtrak did
not do much advance publicity. It
does not appear that there was much
involvement by railfan clubs. The train
ran with eleven cars and two engines,
engine number 822 was in the lead on
the eastbound trip.

Lines frem Ireland

In September the Irish National
Transport Authority (NRA) announced
that it had carried out a review of the
key transport infrastructure projects
that were proposed to support the
growth of the Greater Dublin Region.
The Authority recommended to the
Department of Transport, Tourism and
Sport that the DART Underground
project be re-examined in order to
deliver the required rail connectivity
in Dublin with a lower cost technical
solution.

DART Underground is a rail link
proposal, predominately underground,
from the Northern Line just north of
Dublin Connolly Station, to Inchicore
on the Kildare Line, and with stations
proposed at Docklands, Dublin Pearse,
St. Stephen’s Green, Christchurch,
Dublin Heuston, and Inchicore. The
project received planning consent
in 2011, which became operative in
March 2014 following judicial review
proceedings taken by a number of third
parties.

The estimated cost of the currently
designed DART Underground Project
is US$3.5B and the cost of the
currently envisaged DART Expansion

Programme US$€4.6B. The DART

Expansion Programme comprises
DART Underground, as outlined
above, plus -

e Electrification of the Northern
Line from Malahide, Co. Dublin, to
Drogheda, Co. Drogheda.

e Electrification of the Cork Line
from Dublin Heuston to Hazelhatch
and completion of 4 tracking from Park
West to Inchicore.

e Electrification of the Sligo Line
from Dublin Connolly to Maynooth,
Co.Kildare, together with removal
of level [grade] crossings and re-
signalling; and expansion of fleet and
depot facilities. The DART Expansion
Programme remains a key project in the
delivery of an integrated rail transport
network for the Greater Dublin
region. The overall DART Expansion
Programme has been assessed as a
positive project from an economic
perspective. While the DART
Underground Project has received
planning approval from An Bord
Pleandla [Irish Planning Authority], the
business case for that project, prepared
by larnréd Eireann [Irish Rail],
indicates that its development alone

= August to October 2015

under the current railway order is not
economically justified. Given the very
significant cost of the DART Expansion
Programme, and recognizing that a
lower cost alternative for the tunnel
element is possible, it is intended
that the CPO [Compulsory Purchase
Order] for the DART Underground
Project is not activated and that a new
Railway Order is sought for a lower
cost revised scheme. The National
Transport Authority has recommended
the following:

e That the compulsory acquisition
powers of the approved railway order
for the DART Underground Project are
not activated —i.e. the “notices to treat”
are not issued.

e That the DART Underground
Project is redesigned to provide a
lower cost technical solution for the
project, whilst retaining the required
rail connectivity.

* That a new railway order is sought
for the revised, lower cost DART
Underground Project, together with
any remaining elements of the overall
DART Expansion program which
have not already been approved under
separate approval processes.

By James Scannell

* That the design and planning work
of the revised DART Underground
Project is advanced in order to be
available for commencement of
construction after 2020.

e That the non-tunnelled elements
of the DART Expansion Programme
be progressed in line with available
funding. The Minister for Transport,
Tourism and Sport has indicated that
the forthcoming

Capital Investment Plan will make
provision for advancing this expansion
programme. On Friday October 23rd,
at the start of the October Bank Holiday
Weekend and one of the busiest times
for Irish Rail, rail services throughout
the Republic of Ireland did not
operate between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m.
due to an industrial dispute between
the rail unions and the company over
productivity and savings, despite
intensive efforts to reach a settlement.
The trade unions have not ruled
out further work stoppages until a
resolution is agreed.
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WEEKEND DAY TRIPS

AMHERST TRAIN SHOW

Saturday - January 30, 2016

Every year in January the Amherst Railway Society holds its Railroad Hobby
Show at the Big E in W. Springfield, MA. More than 25,000 railfans and
public have attended the weekend shows in the past several years. Anything
and everything having to do with trains is located somewhere on their 7 plus
acres of display area. The show features vendors, exhibitors, and layouts.
You will find hands on clinics and programs sponsored by manufacturers.
Look for the Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. table. There is something
for everyone.

FEATURES:

* Round trip comfortable motor coach
* Admission to the show

* Luncheonette available on premises
* Comfort stops in both directions

TIMETABLE
8:00 AM Wellington T (RTE 16) 8:00 PM
8:30 AM Braintree T (Exit 17 RTE 3) 7:30 PM
9:00 AM Riverside T (Exit 22 off 128) 7:00 PM

Price $55 P/P

All times are approximate and subject to change

Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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SUGARING IN VERMONT
Saturday - MARCH 12, 2016

After a delicious lunch at the 99 Restaurant in Brattleboro we will go to Para-
dise Farm Sugarhouse. Visit the sugarhouse and enjoy the gift shop with
their Vermont Maple Syrup products as well as Vermont Cheese and home
baked goods. As we travel back we will stop at The Creamery Covered
Bridge for a photo op and walk across this historic bridge. Our travels will
then take us to Putney, VT and to Basketville where you will find baskets for
every use in your home. Bring your gift list with you as you find something
for everyone here.

FEATURES: MENU CHOICE:
¢ 99 Restaurant, Brattleboro, VT ¢ Chicken Parm
e Paradise Farm Sugarhouse * Broiled Beef Tips
* Creamery Covered Bridge * Baked Schrod
* Basketville, Putney, VT
TIMETABLE
8:00 am.  Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 8:00 p.m.
8:30 am. Braintree T (Exit 17, Rte 3) 7:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128) 7:00 p.m.

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $75 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.
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Saturday - MARCH 12, 2016  Price $75 P/P 1
MENU CHOICES: I
O Chicken Parm 1
1 Broiled Beef Tips
) Baked Schrod I
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION I
Name(s): Phone#
Address Boarding Station |
City/Town State Zip |
Email I
Emergency Contact Name & Phone # I
Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:
MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you. I
Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure. I
Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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MORSE FARM MAPLE SUGARWORKS
Saturday — April 2, 2016

Our travels bring us to Lebanon, NH where a delicious lunch will await us at The
Weathervane Restaurant. As we enjoy the Vermont scenery we will arrive in Mont-
pelier, VT at the Morse Farm Sugarworks. You will see their Woodshed Theatre, sit
on tree stumps and watch a video that will make you laugh. They have on display a
replica of the Vermont State House. There is a large pick of maple syrup products and
the yummy soft maple ice cream cone called maple creemee, named the best creemee
in New England by Yankee Magazine

FEATURES: MENU CHOICE:
* Weathervane Restaurant, Lebanon, NH e Grilled Chicken dinner
* Morse Maple Sugarworks, Montpelier, VT e Lobster Roll Dinner
* Fried Shrimp & Haddock
TIMETABLE

8:00 a.m. Braintree T  (Exit 17, Rte 3) 8:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 7:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128) 7:00 p.m

Price $75P/P

All times are approximate and subject to change

Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM

Sunday - April 17, 2016

Lunch at THE RED LION INN in beautiful postcard picturesque Stockbridge, MA.
After lunch time to stroll downtown Stockbridge shops. Norman Rockwell’s paint-
ings were originally done in his studio across from the Inn. The museum has been
moved to a location that has room to enter his studio and actually see where Norman
Rockwell sat and painted. His many paintings will be displayed and explained by
their tour guide. In his career he painted over 4,000 pictures in his lifetime.

FEATURES:

* Red Lion Inn — Stockbridge, MA
e Downtown Stockbridge

e Norman Rockwell Museum

MENU CHOICE:
¢ Herb Grilled Chicken
¢ Yankee Pot Roast

TIMETABLE
8:00 a.m. Braintree T  (Exit 17, Rte 3) 8:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Wellington T (Rte 16 - Medford) 7:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Riverside T (Exit 22 Rte 95/128) 7:00

All times are approximate and subject to change Price $97 P/P
Reserve in advance — capacity limited. Please read carefully and complete all details when
requesting passage. Please include FULL NAMES OF ALL IN YOUR PARTY when com-
pleting this form. Tours run rain or shine. Timetable is subject to change. NO REFUNDS.
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Emergency Contact Name & Phone #

Please make all checks payable to: Mystic Valley Railway Society, Inc. and mail to:

MVRS, P.O. BOX 365486, Hyde Park, MA 02136-0009. Thank you.

Information for handicapped Accessibility will be provided upon request. Your tickets and itineraries will be
mailed about 5 days prior to departure.

Note: A service charge of $20 will be assessed for returned checks.
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